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PREFACE. 


Good Reader, 


- Have one ſmall Favour to beg f 
thee, if thou haſt any farther deſign 


| than to ſpend thy Six Pence in half an 


the greater: 
with anunwary Reader is oftener deceiv d, 
| than to truſt to the Integrity of an Author 

F for the Honeſty of his Quotations, when 


Hours Amuſement : 
this, that you would peruſe the Account 


It ie no more than 


of Sweden, before you ide your Judg- 
ment on the Controverſy between Mr. 
Benſon and my Self; or at leaſt, that 


you would take the Pains to examine bis- 
Quotations as well as mine, and then give 


an Impartial Sentence whoſe Sincerity is 
There is no Fallacy where- 


in truth it is ten to one but he finds him- 


| ſelf impoſed on, when he comes to Exa- 
| mine into the matter with his own Eyes. 


PREFACE. 
hade ſcarce met with a Gentleman 
of Mr. Benfon's Perfwefron, but what 


has all along taken it for granted, that 


he has been perfectly Sincere and Inge- 


nuous in his Vouchers ; it being in every 
ones Mouth, that bis Work was plam 
matter of Facr without any deſign. of Ar- 


gument. 


T remember I heaxd a grave Diving 


once anſwering to tha Queſtion, what 


did he think of that Letter ? That 
there was a great deal f truth very Ma- 
H applied: As fer the Maliciaas 


phication we ene seln well agreed; 1 
am glad I hade taken fa much pains, as 


on good grounds to ſay, there 16 much. 57 


Trath than Malice; and do humbly con- 


cerve in the following Sheets I bave made 
this Poſition fo plain, 46 to COnvIRee any 


unpre Judiced Reader. 


I muſt confeſs, the firſt moment 1 beard 
of fo hardy an Attempt my Fin 7 7 wch'd 


to try my Maiden Pen againſt 3 


an Adverſary ; 3 but 2 with much Re- 
luctance and Impatience I own) 1 Haid 
| oY 10 ſee if ſome more experieng 4 


Writer 


CA Walk © 


to determine. 


fame Point, of which when I have ſaid, 


PREFACE. 
Writer would not exert hinijelf in the de- 


| fence of injured Virtue, and inſulted 


Innocenca: waited long with all: the 
uneaſtnels of Deſire and Expectation : 
At laft, I met in an Advertiſement, ſome 
Remarks by way of Anſwer to a late 


Pamphlet, Intituled, a Letter to Sir 


J. B. 


This I order'd my Bookſeller to procure 
me as. ſpeedily a4 paſſhble : I read it over 
with Eagerneſs and Curiaſity, and found 


it to be a ſufficient Anſwer to that Pamph- 
3 let, if it ſhould meet with 4 Judicio us, 
Patient, Attentige Reader: But alas! 
ſſuch an ans is rarely found. 


And therefore [1 immediately | ſet about 
preparing an Antidote to the Poiſon 


of that Libel, 17 a different Method and 


de, that 1 might as well write to tbe 
Affections of ſome, \as to the Judgment | 


of others: How well I have kept up to 


my, Heſign, is ſubmitted to my Reader 
Since [ enter d on this Bujnefs, 1 met 
with a Second Letter to Sir J. B. on the 


it 


PREFACE. 


it is on all accounts but one ſo exceſſtvely 


Moderate, as never to do any harm; 1 


think I have given it as full an Anſwer 
as it requires or deſerdet. There's too 
little Life, or Spleen, or Zeal in it, to 
paſs on the World for the per formance of 
the ſame Author : if the Title Page 
won t ſell i it of, the Bookſeller [ believe 
will repent of Printing it. 

I have nothing more to deſire of the 


Courteous Reader, but that if thou canſt 


not be my Wiend, thou wouldſt not be 1 my 


Enemy, becauſe at preſent, I know no 


one that is ſo in the whole World : My 
Obſcurity has hitherto Pet me, = 


nothing but a Deſire of Reſcuing the 
— and Univerſity fr om ſome of the 
Malicious Calummies of 97 ſappointment 


and Reſentment, fhould have expos'd me 


to the Cenſure of an Ill natur d Age, tho 
I can't much fear (1 own) that any will 


be right in their Conjeftures of the Per- 


foo that has aſſumed the Name of 


Irenzus Philalethes, 
April 13. 1711. n 


8 wy my my (FA bj ” Bay ppp 0 
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SIR, 


| gument and F 


S JA, | 
Here's no greater Offence againſt good Breed- 
= ing, than to give a Gentleman the Lye ; no 
more is there a worſe Treſpaſs againſt Religi- 
on, than to give it to one ſelf; yet this . 
one does in my Mind, who inſinuates or ſuggeſts thoſe 
things in Speech or Writing, which he does not really 
believe in his Heart. I ſhall not therefore take that Li- 
berty (which is indeed ſo uſual) of ſaying every thing 


that I could invent to favour my own Cauſe, or to vi- 


lify my Adverſary. | r 
I am tied down to Truth by the Holy Religion which 

I profeſs: I am a votary to Reaſon by the courſe of my 
Studies : and to Manners and Decency I am obliged by 
my Birth and Education. A Scholars Gown may be 
worn withour ſtripping one ſelf of Chriſtianity : Phi- 


loſophy never ſpoil'd, but often improves our Reaſon.: 


a degree in the Univerſity never made a Gentleman 
a Clown. 4 


And therefore Sir you may depend on it, you ſhall 
meet with nothing in theſe following Sheets that is in- 


conſiſtent with ſtrict Truth, impartial Reaſon, and good 


Manners, except the weakneſs of my judgment may 


lead me ignorantly into ſome Miſtake, or the warmth 


my Reſentment, may hurry me unawares beyond 
the Bunnds of Modeſty. But hope to avoid theſe Er- 
rors and Indecorums ; becauſe it is the end of Philoſo- 
phy in general, to teach us ſo to regulate our Paſſions, 
that our Underſtanding may. be in a capacity of exami- 


ning things in their true and proper light, to diveſt our 


Minds of all thoſe Prejudices which are apt to lead us 


aſtray in our Searches after Truth: And of Logic is 
2 is the deſigu to learn us how to diſtinguiſh 


ween Truth and Falſhood, Reality and Fiction, At- 


Theſe ate the 2 in which we paſs away 
; Oy | our 


(8) 

our Youthful Years, to theſe we addict our ſelves. 
Ariſtotle and Deſcartes furniſh us with materials for 
our Diſputations : Livy, Tacitus, Thucydides, and our 
own Clarendon give us tome tolerable Notions of Hiſto- 
ry: Sophacles, Terence, Congreve and Row, refreſh our 
Minds when wearied with graver Studies, polith our 
Thoughts, and let us into the Paſſions and Humours 
of the Ancient, or acquaint us with the Fas of the 
Modern Vorl. „ W 

Thoſe Gentlemen who make no Improvements from 
theſe Studies, owght to take the whole blame on them- 
ſelves : for Who can help the obſtinate Idleneſs df rhoſe 
thoughtleſs Youths, who teem to fancy that they are 
tent to the Univerſity merely to Drefs, or Game, or 
Drink, to hay aſide their rural Modeſty,” ia exchange 
for an affected li mpudenee; ten times more difagtetable ? 


It's very bard to charge theſe Miſcarrisges o In Aca- 


demical Education, when there are ſo many noble Op- 
portunities of improving their Mmds and Manters. 


If the Scholar deſigu d hereafter for the Bir, will 


neither learn to form a Syllogiſim, nor will make Hitti- 
ſelf Maſter of one Oratien in Cicero and Dnuſthene r, 
is not the fault his own, ſhould he prove a Fe iiſtead 
ot a Lawyer, and when he appears in Weſflrdrhor- 
Hall, look fitter, tor the Drawing Room? 
And therefore Sir I beg or You, and other Gentle- 
men, who ſeem to take particular Pains and 'Meafure 
too, in faying-4 thoufand unhandſome thinks of bur 
Inniverfries; not to ferm peur judginents of Theſe 

PhacesFrom the 111 Conduct, ot Ungovernable 7 
of ſotne "Yoon? Gentlemen; 'who in all. Probability 
would have proved rhe ſame, if not worſe, at h, 
Loden, ot Coneva it ſelf v We this method of Centre 
wil tay | 


Is en every Sort, Degree and Ondep oi Men, 1 


to the mb Uncharitable and Malicious Reflettions. 
How eaſy would it be to cvllect from our en me- 
dians, the Follies, ClowHſiness, Barbaritits, and Sbt- 
tiſhneſs of Country Gentlemen; henee ro'draw a Mon- 
1trous Character of an Nhterats, Brutal Deugkard, and 


Then to ay you are a Country Gentleman ? Now this 


might pals for truth with them who know ot Mr. 
 S$e4/on „ night be taken for Satyr and Wit, by them 


Who 
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who profeſs Ill Nature, and be look d on as Demon- 
ſtration by them who are Strangers to Reaſon. 
How laſolent and Rude would it be to lay the 


Ruſtic Eeaſtlineſs ot ſome Men, to that gallant Body 


ot Men in all the World nor to be Parallell'd? Or ſo 
much as to inſinuate that, becauſe there may be One 
or Two found that love their Bottle betrer than 
their Wives, and their Sport than their Religion ; 
therefore they are all of em Sots and Atheiſts > Is 
it not then as Unkind and Cruel to upbraid any other 
Society or Body of Men with the Indiſcretions, or 
Impieties of ſome Parciculars ? : | - 

I am forry I mult tell you, that you have in effect 
Accuſed that venerable Academy, whereof I am, and 
that Reverend Clergy, whereot I hope to be a Mem- 
ber, of ſome of the worſt of Crimes in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as every Body of Men will ever complain of. 

You may ſay you have not Tax'd them with any 


| thing; if they will apply to themſelves what you 


have faid of others, it's their own Guilt, and not 
your Fault, that makes the Application ſo Obvious. 

But where can be the Sincerity or Ingenioufnefs of 
ſuch an Excuſe ? For have you not given ſuch plain 
Hints and Intimations, that a Child of Seven Years 
Old muſt know what you mean? Let any Perſon of 
common ſenſe, and entirely difinrereſted in all Party 
Quarrels, read over your famous Letter, and I dare 
engage he would fay it was one continued Satyr on 
our y, or at leaſt, on all of them that are by 
their Enemies Branded with the Name of High- 
Church: Th.t you ſcem to have had ſome peculiar 
Nen againſt theſe Seats of Learning, and to be no 


PFriend to their Proſperity; for that both Univerſity 


and Clergy, do wiſh, deſire, and deſign the Loſs of 
their Peoples Liberty, would gladly betray their 
Rights, and make the Britiſh Government an Abſo- 


| lute Monarchy : Had you ſpoke your Mind never ſo 
freely in the plaineſt words that eould be found, none 
would have underſtood you better, than they do al- 
ready from thoſe (ly Hints and Intimations, which 
are interſperſed through your pretended Quotations 
bf matter of Fact. FIR 


On 


( 10 ) 
On this Point then | deſign to Expoſtulate a little 
with you, I ſay expoſtulate, becauſe you ſeen to 
have forecloſed my arguinz with you,when 
Pag. 33. you ſay, * what ts here offer d, is not Ar- 
gument but matter of Fatt, I ſhall con- 
fine my felt ro thoie Particulars which I think more 
nearly concerns my ſelf as a Member of that Uni- 
verſity, (which is mention'd by none abroad, with- 
ont all the Marks of Kindneſs and Reſpect,) and as 
one that hopes in time he may write himſelf Miniſter 
of that Church, which is never ſpoke of with Con- 
tempt by any but our own Country Men. 

How far your Letter may Reflect on the Queen, 
Her Parliament, and Miniſters, I ſhall not trouble 
my ſelf to Determine ; this I leave to be examined in 

a different manner. 8 . 
But this I find is the ground of the complaint 
_ apainſt our Clergy and Univerfity, that they teach 


and maintain the Exploded, 1 Sla viſh, De- 
teſtable Doctrine of Paſſire Obedience: This Do- 


with this Doctrine you upbraid us; and then leave 
the Reader to gueſs at your Meaning: You furniſh 
us with Premiſes, and leave us to gather the Conclu- 
fion our ſelves. 


Bur is not this Arguing 2 Is it not formewhat more 


than preſenting us with ſimple plain matter of Fact ? 


Who will ever call that fact, where for one line from 


the Hiſtory you have ten ſpent in your own Commen- 


taries thereon ? That it is not meer Fancy and Su 
_ poſition, when I ſay you are ſo Unkind ant Cenſo- 


rious, will appear from theſe remarkable Articles in 
the Table of Contents. | 


The Miſery of the People. N 2. 
The Miſery of the People. p. 22. 
The Miſery of the People. P. 23. 
The Miſery of the People. 3 
The Clergy the chief Inſtruments of it. p. 25: 


The Enſlaving Vyieſts Bred at Oxford. p 27. 
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ctrine you affirm, deſtroyed the Liberties of Sweden - 


SIP 


at Orford, and therefore what? Why t 


Ni 
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Can.) 
And now how little does this want of a formal 


Syllogifm 2 The Szed;ſb Clergy were Inſtruments of 
the Peoples Miſery ; the Swedi/Þ Clergy were Bred 


eretore the 
Clergy Bred at Oxford, will always be Inſtrumental 
in their Peoples _ 

You may have ſenſe enough to diſcern the Fallacy, 
and therefore rather chuſe to ler the Reader draw his 


_ own Concluſion ; but there is indeed no material 


Difference ; you ſpared indeed your own Pains and 
Modeſty, and did your Bufine(s the more effectually, 
—_ thereby left room for an equivocating Eva- 


on. 3 
I can ſcarce forbear laughing when I ſee that Arti- 


ficial Table of Contents : What a mean pitiful con- 
trivance is it to make ſuck a pompous Appearance 


for the Three firſt Pages? Would not any one ex- 


pe ſome ſtately Superſtructure from the largeneſs 
of the Plan ? It looks a little like ſome awkard 
Workman, whom Ihave ſeen Chalking and Meaſu- 
ring, and Computing with great Induſtry and Ap- 
plication, when at laſt all this care has been about 


ſuch a Trifle, as deſerved not a fecond Thought; 


Forty four Heads to Forty Pages ; thi 
us how much Accuracy and E 


Ss may inform 
neſs we may ex- 


pet in the work : The Quotations are I think be- 


tween Forty and Fifty in the ſame compaſs : hence 
may we make a tollerable conjecture with how much 
they are collected and inſerted. 
you been fincere when you told us you had 
not offer d us Argument but Fact, you ſhould have 
been content to have quoted your Authors Verbatim, 
without your own Gloſſes and References; for other- 
wiſe you mult not hope to be believed: for all the 
World are agreed in drawing their own Conclufions 
from plain premiſes foregoing, 
' Give me leave Sir to preſent yau with a few lines 
out of your Exgliſh Cicero. : 
Would any one expect that the Doctor ſhould be 


ſo forgetful of the Rules of Lo- 


* gic,as when he had laid down the Tia 315. Fol. 
Fremiſes to deny the mn : 
f i 55 1 2 on ? 


- 
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on? Or to deny the Concluſion to be his Doctrine 
© who laid down the Premiſes ? . 

© Can it be thought that he laid them down with- 
© out an Intention that his Hearers thould make the 
© Concluſion ? Or could he think it poſſible they 
© ſhould not make it? 

© Or ſhall the ſuppreſſing a Concluſion, fo plainly 
* arifing, (which is taken notice of in ſome that 
© write of Logic as an Elegance in Diſcourſe) paſs for 
an Excuſe ? | 


If any one ſhould inflame the Mob to ſuch a de- 
* gree of Rage and Miſtaken Zeal, as to forget the 


© Spirit of the Goſpel, and to believe it their Duty 
to ſerve God by breaking the Publick Peace, and to 
* Support his Church by Pulling down all Meeting- 


* Houſes, and Rifling the Houſes of Diflenters : He 
needs afterwards only tell them, This is 4 Meeting- 


* Houſe, here liveth a Diſſenter ; They are not ſo dull 
* as to fail of making the Conclufien, Therefore this 
* Houſe is to be Pull d down, there fare this Man i to 
© be Plunder d, and of putting it immediately in 


* Execution where they dare. ISS 
. * Suppoſe ſuch a Man ſhould in Defence of him- 


* elf lay, I did not bid them Pull down this Houſe, 


nor Rifle that, my telling them, all Meeting Howſes 
| © were to be Pull d down, all Difſemers to be AA. 
© and Planaered, was Four Months before I told them 
© this was a Meeting Houſe, ar that Man a Diſſewer; 
and to carry back a Mans words ſpoke only by way 
of Information, to what was ſaid Four Months be- 


fore by way of Doctrine, is the greateſt Hardſhip 


in the World. 1 1 | 
Would this paſs for an Excuſe? Or would it 


* not add to the Indignation againſt ſo impertinent a 


* Trifler on ſo fad an occaſion? 
There is I confeſs unqueſtion d Truth, good Senſe, 
and admirable Reaſon in this Obſervation ; I only 
wiſh there had been a little more Charity or good 
Nature in the intended Application. FF 
This I hope is ſo good Authority with you at 
leaſt, that neither you nor your Friends will ſay any 
| | 1 N more, 


> 
1 2＋ e „ — 


oe 


w = 


ww S&© Sv '=m; @® 1 OO @ 1 


mw 0 7 No WRT Tr 


> 
ow. „ K —— — 


8 


more, that you only deliver plain matter of Fact; it 
is none of your fault that Men will be ſo unlucky in 
their Applications: for if you put things together in 
ſuch a manner, as that it is impothble tor Men not to 
Reaſon and Argue on them uſt in that Method you 


deſign'd, it is all one as it you had argued Sy llogiſti- 


cally in Mode and Figure. 1 1 

Bur to put this matter paſt all diſpute, I will ven- 
ture to affirm, and undertake to prove, that you 
have advanced and endeavour d to maintain that the 


Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience was the Iuſtrument where- 
with the Clergy of Sweden Rained the Liberties of their 


People. © 3 £5 9 TOR 
Next I will ſhew, that you have not proved this: 


nor indeed could. 


Thirdly, That you have given very ſuffcient Inti- 


mations, for any one to take the hint, and apply all 
your Libel to our own Nation, without the Breach 

_ of Charity, or true Reaſoning. e 

; On theſe Points Sir, with ſome other incidental 


Matters that. may offer, I {hall expoſtulate with you 
Fir, That you have Advanced and Endeavoured 


to Maintain, that the Doctrine af Paſſive. Obedience 


was t Inſtrument were with the Clergy of Sweden 
Rui ned the Liberties of the People, is ſo plain to any 


one that has read your Letter with the leaſt Atrenti- 


on, that none I believe ever queſtion d it: however, 
to prevent all Cavils or Subterfuges, I ſhall produce 
a tew Inſtances in proof ot my Aſſertion. 

Page 12, You have theſe words: To effect which, 
(wiz. to ruin the Old Counſellors, and the Conſtitu- 


tion, and to make the King above the Law, and en- 
tirely Abſolute) this Doctrine of the Kings receiving his 


Crown from God, was upon this Occaſion, contrived by 
the Court and Clergy, the it had never been heard of 


ix Sweden till then. 


Page 16. Are theſe words. This Conſtitution which 


5 had coft ſo much Blood and Freaſure, was entirely Con- 


founded and Deſtroyed by one Treacherous Parliament 
in Three Seſſions, and this purely by eſtavliſhing the 


tering 


6149 4 
— of the King's being accountable to none but 
God. 
P. 18. Are theſe words. The King had hitherto ſhews 
an Exemplary Piety and Religieus Diſpoſition in all his 
Actiont: But it was no ſooner declared that he was ac 


count able to none but God, but he imagining (as one would 


think) that there was no God, and conſequently no ac- 
eoxmt now to be given at all, became one of the moſt un- 
Juſt and cruel Princes that ever lived. _ 

But here give me leave to ſtand 2 while amazed at 
your Infincerity and Falſehood: Does this become a 
Gentleman, a Scholar, and a Chriſtian ? Had a Cler- 

man thus prevaricated, how many Jeſuits and 
ard Names would he have been call'd ? Is it not 
enough to Inſult over this Worthy Author with all 
your ſcornful Mocks and unmannerly Scoffs, but muſt 


you too Abuſe him? Father on him Falſehood, Lies, 


and Calumny ? ” 

Tour Quotation ſtands thus; Account of Sueden 

b. 79. Tbe Ning had hitherto, &c. Now one would 
ve expected the Character of Nero or Tiberum at 


leaſt, when ſo far from it, that let any one read that 


excellent Account, he will there find the Picture of 
a very good Prince for four Pages together. There's 
not the leaſt mention that the King had hitherto been, 
&c. but in the Preſent Tenſe he poſſeſſes many Ex- 
cellent and Princely Qualities, &c. to page 82. I pro- 
feſs I was ſtartled at this ſhameful Inſincerity. But to 
go on. | 


Page 21. Are theſe words. 1 wiſh thoſe Perſons who 


are ſo violent for this DoArine of Paſſive Obedience, 


and unlimited Monarchy, bad ſeen what 4 miſerable 


condition this Kingdom I am ſpeaking of has been brought | 
into (in a ſmall ſpace of time) f that Doctrine was | 


eſtabliſh'd in it. 


This very Sentence (as to its ſenſe) is purſued with 
variety of Expreſſions in a very Pathetic Addreſs to 
the Peers, the Ladies, the Gentry, the Citizens, and 


Commonalty of Great Britain: Paſſive Obedience is 
the Burthen of that lamentable Ditty: and thus is a 
poor innocent primitive Doctrine made the Cauſe of 

all the Miſchief that ill nature can heap together. 


But 
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But I muſt not looſe my hold yet of theſe Ingenu- 
ous Quotations, page 23. at bottom, and page 24. 


Lou have theſe lines Sir. 


But what L with the moſt of all is, that the In- 
ferior Order of Gentlemen and the common Peo- 
ple, who enjoy great Priviledges, have their Proper- 
ties ſecured ro them by good Laws,and have-plenty 
of all that's neceſſary, had but ſeen a Veomanry and 
Common- People, who not long age had 
* 2 Right of Chooſing Repreſentatives in Account of 
Parliament, of being tryed by a Jury Sweden, p. 
* of Twelve Men, and paying only ſuch 117. p. 40. 
* Taxes as they conſented to: but who 
* at preſent pay often greater Taxes than the Yearly 
Value of their Farms, are Hang'd and Puniſh'd 
* zuſt as the Governour has a mind to it; : 
* and for Subliſtence for their Families, Page 4. 
© are forced to grind the Bark of Trees to 
* mix up with their Corn for Bread. Had they ſeen 
all this inexpreſſible Miſery of their fellow Crea- 
; who knew nothing of ſuch Circumſtances, 
till the Doctrine ot Paſſwe Obedience and Divine 
Right of Kings was Eſtabliſh'd in their Land, &c. 
Page 26. Are theſe words: Sho'd it be objected here, 
that this however is but one Inſtance of the ſad Effect. 
of this Doctrine. nn a 
I ſhall trouble my ſelf and Reader with but one 
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Quotation more, Page 33. 


34 
* So ' tis to be hoped that the Two Examples above 
© mentioned, will convince every one amo 


. "g us of 
© the pernicious Conſequences of their deteftable Prin- 


* ciples: forto fay a word or two more on this weighty 


| © SubjeA, what is here offer d is not Argument, but 


© matter of Fact. 5 
This is what a great mahy People in Exglaud have 


ſeen, and what any one may know and ſee when he 


© has a mind to it. Theſe People enjoyed the Bene- 
„fits of the Proteſtant Religion, and had it ſecured 
to them, were poſſeſſed of great Priviledges and a 
© perfect Liberty: They had Triennial Parliaments, 
* and Kings governing according to Law: They l; 
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* fay to us what St. Paul wiſh'd of Agrippa, and the 
* reſt that heard him, they were almoſt and altaget her 
* ſuch as we are, and had remain d fo till this day, had 
© it not been for theſe Bonds of Paſſive Obedience and 
© Divine Rig bt. 5 

* So that to cloſe what I have offer'd on this Head, 
without difpuring with 4 certain great Lawyer. 
whether the Hoadlei an Diſtinctions would devour all 
Allegiance, tis evident beyond all Contradiction, 


theſe Teoples Happineſs. And it theſe Examples will 
not make others fee their Danger, ſuch Perſons as 
remain (till blind, are refolved not to open their 
Eyes till they lift em up in Torment; and are deter- 
min'd to Sacrifice all that's dear to them in the 
World, to this Joy leſs Ejaculation, who would have 
thong ht itt. 

I hope God Almighty will preſerve our Queen for 
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© a Blefimg to this Nation; and that a True Britiſh 


© Parliament, will in their Great Wiſdom tłink fit to 
put ax End to 4 Doctrine that has put an End to 
© all the other Parliaments in the known World. 
This one Quotation Sir I think may very juſtly put 
an End to my Proof of the firſt Head: That you 
have ad vanced and endeavoured to maintain, that the 
Doctrine ot Vatlive Obedience was the Inſtrument 
wherewith the Clergy of Sueden Ruined the Liberties 
of their People. g's | 
Can words be phainer, than yours are; to this Pur- 


ſe? Can there be any occaſion to Deſcant oa them? 


You have affirm'd what you call matter of Fact, you 

have argued from this Fact, nay, you have applyed 
this Fact; can a concluſion from Premifes be drawn 
up in ſtricter form than may be ſeen in thefe words. 


So that to cloſe what I have offer'd on this Head, 


© 'tis evident beyond contradiction, that this genera! 

* Paſſive. Obedience has devour'd all theſe Peoples Hap- 

F | | | 
pineſs . | 3 

Ik this be not arguing, then we have been all this 
_ while in the dark when we have been Auditors of Diſ- 

parations : and none have known the ſecret of Ar- 


guing 


that this general Paſſive Obedience has de voured all 
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guing but the Ingenious Mr. Benſon. Is it nothing but 
plain down right matter of Fact, to Publiih your 
Hopes, that a true Britith Parliament will put an 
End to this Doctrine, that has put an End to all 
* other Parliaments in the World? T his methinks is 
as cloſe an Application as words can make. 
If this be to offer plain matrer of Fact without Ar- 


gument, then will Lforſwear ever pretending to know 
what was deti2n'd for Argument, and what for Nar- 


ration. I deſire Sir you would not miſtake me, when 
I call it Argument, as if | acknowledged it to be true 


and uſt Reaſoning, (which indeed is the ſame as Ar- 


gument) for | aſſure you I mean no more by Argu- 


ment, than that you intended it for ſuch; that you 


noped it would paſs for ſuch with your unwary Read- 
ers, and that you modelled your thoughts,on purpoſe 
to put em off under the appearance of a relation of 
Fact. There are Sophiſtical Arguments and Conclu- 
— on 3 that yours are the firſt I hope to evince by 
and: by. - | 


la the mean while I beg you to go back with me 


in a few Reflections on thoſe Quotations which I have 


made from your Letter, and that we may not loſe our 


ſelves in the ramble, be pleaſed to follow me in order 
retrograde, " * 

5 Jou ſay, * theſe People Exjyed the Benefits of the 
* Proteſtant: Religion, and had ir Secured to them, 
Ec. and had remain d fo till this day, had it not been 
for theſe Bonds of. Paſſive Obedience and Divine 


Right. What now can be the meaning of this Ex- 
_ Jojed u, had Secured, but to give Men ground to 


ſuppoſe chat neither Sweden nor Denmark do at pre- 
ſent enjoy, or have the Proteſtant Religion ſecured 
to them? How many a Reader may be led aſide to 
think that Popery came in with Tyranny, and all the 

Benefits of the Reformation were loſt with their Li- 
berties? Oh ſhameful Colluſion and Deceit! Do not 
the Swedes and Danes enjoy the Proteſtant Religion at 
this Day 2 And is it not ſecured as much as is poſſible 
in an Arbitrary Government ? Theſe Bonds of Paſſive 
Obedience-and Divine Right, have not yer brought 
in thoſe ſeverer Shackles and Manacles of Remiſh T'y- 
14 4 8 ranny 
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ranny and Uſurpation : Why then theſe People did 
Erjoy, and had it Secured? ls not this all one to an 
hone(t Man, as if he had ſaid they do not mow enjoy, 
they bave not nem {ccured to them the Vrotettant Re- 
ligzon 2 Really Sir, I am aſhamed almoſt to urge this 
foul dealing, with halt that warmth my Reſentment 
and Indignation prompts me to, 

| beg your Company to run over with me that 
Quotation beginning with thete words: But what J 
wiſh the moſt of all, &c. Here your Quotation ſtands 
thus: Account ot eden, p. 117 p. 40. five lines 
lower, p. 4. Now trom the very firſt view of this, 
any conſiderate Reader would expect ſome Fraud or 
Fallacy, to lee ſueh diſtant Pages join'd together: and 
he would not be deceived at all in his Suſpicion. 

Fot let him compare your words with the Places 
quoted, and he muſt be ſurprized, though ever ſo 
much your triend at your Inſincerity. Over againit 
Pate 117. Page 40. Ihe Yeomanry and Common 
* People. not long avo, had a Kight of Chooſing Repre- 
* fentatives in Parliament, of being tryed by a Jury 


7 


ot Twelve Men, and paying only ſuch Taxes as 
* they contented to. | 


Now lturn'd to the Page quoted 117, but not one 


wor! of nor lang ago had a Rigbt; io far from it, 
that we find there in the Preſent Tenſe, the Nobi- 


* liry and Gentry are Repreſented, &c. The Repreſen- 


* ratives of the Eurghers are Choſen by the Magiſtrates 

* and Common. Council of each Corporation, of 

which Stockholm tends Four, others Two, and ſome 

One, who make about One Hundred and Fifty. 

_ * The Peaſants of each Diſtrict, Chooſe ene of 

_ * rheir own Quality to appear for them, whoſe Char- 
gts they bear, and give him Inftruftions in ſuch 


Natters as they think need Redreſs : They are about 


Tuo Hundred and Fifty, 


- 


* Irs true indeed, that Reverend Author tells us in 


* the beginning of the Chapter, that the Boundle& 


* Liberality of the Three Laſt Seſſions of the States, 


has left that Body littje more than its ancient Name; 
but what is this to the Sincerity of your Quotation 
For who ever is honeſt in quoting another Author, 

|  _ovgut 
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ought certainly to give us the very words before he 
comments on them. | 

At Page 40. in the account we find indeed, that 
the Ancient Cuſtom of a Jury of Twelve Men, is 
at preſent diſuſed every where, except only in the 
* Lower Courts in the Country: Lut as for paving only 
ſuch Taxes as they conſented to, 1s no where to be tound 
in that or any Neighbouring Page. 
But who at preſent pay often greater Taxes than the 
Tearly value of their Farms, are hanged aud puniſhed 
Juſt as the Governour has a mind to it: Theſe words, 
nor any like them,no where occur through rhe whole 
Account, but are merely the overtiowings of your own 


good Nature. 


And for Subſiſtance for their Families, are forced to 
grind the Bark of Trees to mix up with their Corn for 


Bread. Theſe words, or rather their Subſtance, are 


I confeſs in the account, but to your Shame Sir, if you 
have not abandoned all Senſe or Modeſty: For does 
not the Author plainly tell us, it is for want of In- 
duſtry that they are reduced to ſuch Streights, and 
theſe are ra the Pooreſt ſort remote from I raffick ? 
But not the leaſt whiſper or hint, as if this was owing 
to Paſſive Qbedience. LIES 

I proteſt, I never in all my Life have been fo much 
put to it to keep my Temper ; had 1 not reſolved on 
the contrary, | would give ſome little vent to my 
ſwelling ſpleen : 1 never faw ſo much Diſingenuity in 
any one that bears the Character of a Gentleman; 
atter this way of Writing, by joining broken pieces of 
Sentences together, by taking a line out of one Page, 
two out of another, and four out ofa third, withouc 
regarding their original Coherence, we might make 


the Holy Scriptures Blaſpheme their Author, Deny 


the Creation, Ridicule rhe Trinity, and make a Ean- 
rer of Chriſtianity. For ſhame vir, Bluſh at theſe 
Scandalous, Ungentleman like Tricks and Artifces. 


Your Quotation at Page 18. | have already touched 


upon, where inſtead of a Caligula or Domitian, we 
find an Excellent Prince ſcarce defective in any one 

Royal Virtue or Quality. 5 
Pag. 15. You have * words. Thu Parliament 
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w.ts mane up of Noble Men that depended on the Court 
and Officers of the Army, ana Commons unden the entire 
Management of the Clergy. For which you quote p. 
95. Account of Sweden. 
l.examined that Page with all the diligence I was 
able: | there found indeed, That the Nobility and 
© Gentry univerſally depended on the King, and not 
being able to ſubſiſt upon their own private ror- 


; runes, withour {ome Additional Office, were under 
* a neceſſity to comply with every thing rather than 


© hazard their preſent Employment or future Hopes 


© of Advancement : But for the Commons being un- 


der the entire Management of the Clerzy,not the leaſt 
word appears in this, the foregoing, or following Page. 

And here I defire to be inform d, what is the Miſter y 
ot writing Words or Lines in different Characters: 
J uſed to fancy, that when we faw a Sentence wrote 
in the ſame Characters, that whole Sentence was ta- 


ken out of the Author Quoted: Eut your work has 


convinc'd me of the Folly of that Conceit. 
L profeſs I am quite tired of purſuing you thus Page 


after Page, when J can ſcarce find any one Quotation 


made with Honeſty or Sincerity : I have compared 
every one taken (or rather pretended to be taken) 
from the Account of Sweden, and can ſay, I have ſcarce 
met with one fairly repreſented, ſo as to ſpeak the 
Author's Senſe, or as to be conſiſtent with their Ori- 
ginal Deſign; but there is continually ſome Alterati- 


ons, Miſapplications, or unnatural Conſtructions ß 


the Plaineft, Simpleſt, Sincereſt, moſt Ingenuous 
Narrative we have in our Tongue. 

And here Sir I confeſs I neither have, nor will Col- 
late your other Quotations ; for ſhould I meet with 
the ſame unhandiome dealing, in them, I ſhould loſe 
my Charity as I have already my Patience. It you 
pleaſe, you may reckun ſome of theſe laſt Pages as 


a Digreſſion, and turn them over as ſuch ; while I en- 


deavour to make out my Second Poſition. 
That though you have advanced and endeavoured 


ro maintain, that the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience 


Was the Inſtrument wherewith the Clergy of Sweden 
Ruin d the Liberties of their People; yer you neither 
have, nor could prove this. And 


- 
1 — . 2 . 


way ry wo. 2 „ FP&— OA = 


—— 
* 


232 — S. = 4 hui we 


a - &i:oa a. 


. 


oy 0 


wy „ OO ﬀ ww wy 1 


4 r t * ”=_ 
* 


9 

And here I ſhall not take the Advantage of you 
as I juſtly might, when in one place you fay, Slavery 
was the Effect of this Doctrine, for where ever there 
are Effects, there we mult enquire for the Efficient 
Cauſe; if then Slavery was the Effects of Paſſive Obe- 
dience, then mult Paſſive Obedience be the Efficient 
Caule of their Slavery; which is a Poſition fo extrava- 


ant, that none | believe will be hardy enough to un- 


dertake its Proof. | 

In another place you call that Peoples Miſeries, 
the pemicious Conſequences of thoſe deteſtable Prin- 
ciples : Now when one thing is called the Conſequence 
of another, it is generally meant, that this follows 
from that as an Effect from it's Caule, or as a Cqnclu- 
ſion from its Premiſes : Now this you can't have pro- 


ved, becauſe you ſay you have not offer d Argument 


but Fact. | — : 

But however, we will allow you that Latitude of 
Speech which a Gentleman may uſe, without being 
tyed up to the ſtrict Rules and Terms of Logic: And 
here ſuppoſe you to have intended no more, than that 


the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, was the chief In- 


ſtrument wherewith the Liberty of the Swediſh Sub- 
jects was deſtroyed. None | believe have read your 
Letter without thinking you have aſſerted this in as 
plain terms as is needful for a Man of common ſenſe. 

But now have you proved this by Reaſon or Autho- 
rity ? Have you ſhewn the natural Tendency of this 
Doctrine towards the Enilaving ot a People? Or have 


vou quoted Authors of good Credit (to whole Judg- 


ment and Veracity we may truſt) who aftirm that 
Sweden loſt its Liberty, Fureh by this Doctrine? 
As for the Reaſon of this Queſtion, yon have pro- 
fefledly declined it : let us then examine inro your 
proof of the Fact. If there be any proot it mult lie 
in theſe Quotations: In your Letter Sir, page 16. the 
matter ſtands thus. OO | 
Page 93. © A Court Parliament declared, chat his 


* Majeſty who received his Crown from God, was only 


© accountab'e to God for his Actions, and tyed by no 
other Engagements, than what his Coronation Qath 


* Imported, namely, to Rule the Kingdom according 


* to Law, 1 


a 


I profeſs for my part, I can lee nothing in theſe lines 
ſo terrible as to make me tremble, or almoſt dread to 
Tranſcribe them; I believe Mr. Hoaaly himſelf would 


make no great Scruple ro Subſcribe his ſincere Aﬀent 


to them, having ſaid over and over again, that a King 
While he Rules according to Law, is all that while in- 
veſted with Divine Authority, and conſequently all 


that while (at leaſt) Accountable to none but God 


tor his Actions. I confeis the following lines are a 
little formidable. 


In the next Feſſion the Article of Ruling tie King- 


dom according to Law, was explain'd ; 
Page 107. and the Parliament declar'd, that his Ma- 
© jefty was not tyed to the Laws then in 
2 being, but might alter the fame, and add thereto 
* ſuch Conſtructions as he thought fit. 

This indeed was Home work, and in Effect, a throw 
ing up their Liberty: but who in * mean time were 
theſe Traytors to their Country ? none leſs than the 
Lords, the whole body of Nobility, which by the 
Account might be a Thouſand. 

Page 117. The Clergy, which made but about Two 
Hundred, the Burghers, who were about One Hun- 
dred and Fifty, and the Peaſants about Two Hundred 
and Fifty. | 

So that granting the Clergy had a hand in acking 
Sweden an Abſolute Monarchy, ſince there were but 200 
out of 1600, what could they have done had they been 

never fo Zealous and lnduſttious to oppole it? I can't 
ſee how they could have prevented it, except many 

ot each ſortment would have come over to them: 


Nay, we can't be fure that the Clergy did readily give 


in to this new Scheme; had they unanimouſly Voted 
againſt it, they mult have been included in the Ma- 
jority: and as the Caſe ſtands, the Nobility, Soldiery, 
Sentry, and Peaſaniry, are al! involved in the fame 
Guilt with their Irreſolute Clergy. 

But perhaps you will ſay,rho' theſe two bann make 
nothing againſt the Clergy, yet have I ſome lines in 


reſerve, that will be an unanſwerable proof of their 
Cowardice and Perfidy. Thoſe you give us pag. 25. in 


chi manner. Hi ſtill thair chief Dependance lies in 


this 
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this following Faſſage, which I ſhall quote entire from 
the worthy Divine ſo often mentioned : I am obliged ro 
you Sir, for the Entireneſs or Integrity of this Quo- 
tation, I only with you had obſerv'd the fame Method 
in all the reſt, you would have (pared your own Mo- 


deſty, and ſaved me the trouble of detecting your 


Fraud. Bur this you think fo clinching, that it wants 
no Varniſh or Repairing. However, I ſhall. without 
ſtartling, give it very fairly, juſt as I find it in your 
Letter. is in the 111th, and 112th Pages of his Ac- 
count of Sweden. | 

© Yet all this Power and Proviſion, is not by the 
Court it ſelf thought ſufficient to keep an oppreſſed 
People from Diſorders ; nor would it likely long do 
* fo, if the King did nor by his great Applications 
and Differences, Court the Clergy, and by no (mall 
* degrees of complyance with them, not only in Ec- 
* clefiaſtical but Civil 4ffairs, cultivate their Fidelity 
and Affection; and this, becauſe the Prieſts have 
very great and uncontroulable Intereſt and Autho- 
* rity among the common People (who only can make 


* Diſturbances) and can at their Pleaſure Inflame or 


* Appeaſe them. i. Ty : 
Come Sir, I will give you leave to plume your ſeli 


in this happy Quotation, I will wait ne Patience a 


little, III tollow you in your Triumphs, and joyn in 
your Selt- Applauſe: If this Evidence ſay you, is not Fiche 


ficient to filence and convince all Cain. Sajers,1 don't know 


what can do it. Why | that's very true Sir, it's very 
plain you don't know, for I aſſure you, as it has not 
convinced me, fo neither ſhall it ſilence me. But to 


pleaſe you, I will give my ſelf the trouble of Tranſ- 


cribing your ſubtle Arguing on it, „and then your 

Congratulatory Hymns to your imaginary Victory 
You tell us here you have it ex ore ry 7 i, out of 

the month of a Biſhop, and a true Church Bos. (Are 
rheſe Sir the returns for thoſe many Civilities you met 
with in your Travels from that Worthy Gentleman ? 
His Lord(hip I am (ure would ſcorn to upbraid you 
with them) That 4 People who are Oppreſſed after the 
maſt Barbarous manner, could not be kept from riſmg to 
deliver themſelves out of their intalerable 2 by 
| S2! lers. 
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Suldiers, Covernonrs, Ian, and Oaths ; did not the 
_ Clergy afſiſs their Tyrant in maintaining hes Infernal 
Dominion -over his unhappy Subjects, in conffde rat ion of 
the Court that is made to them (the Clergy and Prieſt s) 

not only in Ecclefiaſt ical, bat alſo in Civil Matters. 
RIG And now for your J Triumphe 
Dr. Robinſon, Give Far O Oxford to this, rhe laſt 
Created a Dr. and beſt of all thy Moder: Doctors, 
[aft Summer at hearken to one of your Beloved Bi- 
Oxford. © ſhops, and obſerve, that his Lord- 
© {hip has not ſpoke this of « opiſn 
* or Fanatic CErgy and Prieſts, but of à Pruceſtanr 
* and'Lotheran Clergy and Prieſts ; that Clergy, and 
* thoſe Prieſts who come the neareſt to our genuine 
* Clergy and Prieſts of all the Eccleſiaſtixal Orders 
8 in Chrifterdome. wk 7 + Wes. 134+ ts 
nd now attend to this Great Divine and Able 
Stateſman :'* Oh! Unwary common People Tou, 
over whom the Prieſts have ſuch untontroulable 


Power, behoſd the uſe they make when it hes in 
their way, of the Intereſt and Authority they have 


© over you, namely, to mike themſelves conſider d by 
the Court, and to keep you chain'd-down in Eter- 
nal Bondage to a Tyrant <= $02 


Is this 2232 or Lofic; Axainnent or Fact > Ir is 
ile wherein to, expreſs Fact, and very 


a very wed ſti | 
Fallacious, it defign'd for A#gument. For there isnor 
any one Inference that you have made, that can by the 
Rules of LVgic be deduced from the place above cited. 

It's true, the Clergy may have Power to keep an 
Oppreſs d 'Yeople trom D:/oriers : The Pbieſte may 
by their Intereſt with rhe common People, t cheir 
pleaſure, I=flant or Appeaſe thiem : this is-alF thoſe 
words will yield; wreft. and ſqueeze; and torture 
them never ſo unmercifully. 8 

But does it follow, that becauſe the Clergy cam lep 
an Oppreſſed People from Diſorders, rherefore they 
could redeem them from their Thraldome; or hke 
Moſes and Aaron, lead em out of the Hobfe of Bon- 
dage? Liberty does not always follow DIRT. nor 
is Slavery always ſhak'd off by Popular Tamwwits. amd 


Inſurrettions, Granting therefore that the "Prieſts 


could 
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could Enflame the Common People, is it any conſe- 
quence that they could reſtore them to their Rights 
and Liberty? And then ſhall they be Taxed with ler- 
hdy and Treachery, that they do not Enflame the: Peo- 
ple? Or (hall they not rather be commended for per- 
{wading them to be eaſie and quiet under their Misfor- 
runes, ſince they may by ſtrugling, only tye their Cords 


of Bondage in ſtreighter Knots, and loſe the very ſhadow- 


of their Liberty, which is ſome comfort to them who 
have parted with the Subſtance. | | 
I wonder Sir what you would have ſaid to St. Paul 
and St. Peter, had you lived in their days? For if your 
Repreſentation of the Kingdom of Sweden be to be Cre- 
dited, the Romans in their time were much in the ſame 
Condition as the Swedes are now. 

Whoever: was the Emperor in the Apoſtles Times, 


it's certain, he was in Fact an Uſurper on the Peoples 


Rights and Liberties, tho in ſhew, the Senate had de- 
liver d them up voluntarily as a free Gift, he made a 
mere Cypher of the Senate, and maintain'd his Uſurpa - 
tion, by Standing Legions and Frætorian Cohorts : yet 
did the Holy Spirit enjoyn Subjection to theſe Higher 
Powers, and the A oat ro prevent all 
Di ſarders, to * and not E»flame the People. 

And is not the Caſe the fame in Sweden, even accord- 


ing to your own account? Has not that Senate thrown 


up their Liberty, devolved the whole Government on 


the King? Is he not yet (in your Opinion) an Ulſur- 


per ? Does he not however keep up his Parliament ? 


And withal, does he not Support his Tyranny by a 
Standing Army? Ex ore tuo te Fudicabo: Out of thine 
own mouth will I convince thee. 

Be pleaſed to look towards the bostom of your 24th 


page, there are theſe very remarkable words. The King, 


my Lord Biſhop tells us, knows very well how to make 
himſelf obey'd. The next Sir (pray remember it) are 
your own words; that is, he has made Soldiers of one 
half of his People, to keep f other half in good Order. 
And who now I pray you Sir are they, that keep this 
Miſerable People in SubjeQion ? Has not the Nobility, 
the Commonalty, and the Peaſantry, devolved the whole 
truſt on their King? How. they not made him Ang 
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and Abſolute, by Laws of their own Enafting ? Does 
he not maintain this Arbirrary and Abſolute Power, by 


rumerous Forces? Even as numerous as the one half of 
his People? 8 


And what now muſt the poor Unfortunate Clergy do? 


All that they can do, as far as I can find, is to raiſe Di/- 
orders in the Nation, to Fnflzme the Common People, 
and Diſftarb the preſent Government. 
But has not blowing the Trumpet been of late fuſh- 
ciently Exploded and Condemn'd 2 Have'you not had 


your Belly full of Popular Tumul:s and Riots > How 


ave our own Clergy been falſely Cenſured and Up- 
braided with thoſe Riſings and Diſorders of the Mob, 


who were really grie ved for ſuch Hlegal Proceedings, 


and at moſt, were only the innocent Occafion (nor fo 
much as the mſtrumental Cauſes) of thoſe Routs? And 
yet ſhall the Clergy of Sweden be charged with all the 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion of their People, becauſe they 


dare not ventore making Diſorders inſtead of redreſſmg 


their Grievances, Euflaming the People for fear of a Na- 
tional Conflagration  ' $ 

So much reſolved you ſeem to be, to Quarrel with 
the Clergy right or wrong: The Swediſh Clergy Aſſiſt 
their T'yrants, and ſo are Traytors to their Country, 
becauſe they don't run the riſque of their own Lives 
and Fortunes, and hazard the Peace of the Kingdom, 
by perſwading the People ro ſhake off their Ferters : 
The Emvlifh Clergy are Incendiaries if they open their 
Lips on Politics, even tho' it be to Preach Qbedience to 
the beſt Government on Earth. . 

Bur after all, if you are really offended with the 
Sweaiſh Clergy for their Peaceable Submiſfive Tameneſs, 
and are truly concern'd for their abject Spirit, in ſuffer- 


ing their fellow Subjects to lye thus ſupinely under the 


intollerable Purden of Servirude and Oppreffion, if you 
are deeply affected wich their Miſery, then will I make 
2 fair Propofal ro you. 


Perſwade Mr. Hoaaly, or (becauſe he is infirm, nor 


fit for ſo long a Voyage) prevail with your good Friend 
and Neighbour, Mr. Fox, (for he is luſty and ftrong) 
to go on Pilgrimage to that Northern Clime, to pro- 
pagate the Liberty of the Goſpel, to rouſe their _ 
Valour, 


2 
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valour, to inſpire Courage in that warlike Race, to ani- 


mate their dejected Hopes, and to revive the excellent 
Spirit of a Free- born People: and here Sir I promiſe 
you to joyn in that Noble Gallant Undertaking, to par- 
take of all his Troubles, Dangers, and even Death it 
ſelf, in hopes that I may alſo partake of the Immortal 
Honour and Eternal Glory of fo Heroic an Exploit. 

But this you will perhaps look on as Banter; why, it 
is but fair; here have we been banter'd all along with 
2 kind of Proof that Sveden owes all its Miſery to an 
inoffenſive Doctrine, which it is the Duty of that Clergy. 
to Preach, when in the event it appears, that the Do- 


 Gtrine of Paſſive Obedience was not the Cauſe, but 


rather the conſequence of the Peoples Slavery. 

The People had loft, or rather had fairly given up 
their Liberty; this their Gift, the King holds faſt, with 
an hundred thouſand hands, the Clergy think the Peo- 
ple ought not, or at leaſt, without the greateſt danger, 
are not able to reaſſume their Gift, therefore very ho- 
neſtly and friendly, perſwade them.to be quier, roobey 
chearfully, and to make the beſt of their hard Conditi- 
on. If this be not a fair Repreſentation of the Caſe, 1 
deſire to be better inform'd,and promiſe on Conviction, 
to own my ſelf miſtaken. | 

ls not this ſufficient to make out my Second Poſition, 


that you have not proved that the Doctrine of Paſſive 


Obedience, was the Inſtrument wherewith the Clergy 
of Sweden ruin d the Liberties of their People? If nor, 
for farther Satisfaction, I will give you Sir a faithful 
Account, how, and by what means, that People loſt 
their Liberty: I call it Sir a faithful Account, becauſe 
you have all along owned the Authority and Fidelity 
of that Writer, whence I {hall Extract my Narration. 
The King was no ſooner Croun d, than that he found 


| himſelf Embaraſſed in the greateſt Difficulties of Go- 


vernment ; every thing during the Adminiſtration in his 
Minority, had run to Ruin; tho' the Old Miniſtry had 
brought him into a very dangerous and heavy War, yet 


had they made no neceſſaty Preparations for it, Maga- 


zines empty ; Fortifications impaired, or taken ; Forces 


few, ſcatter'd; and ſcarce Diſaplin'd ; an Enemy pierced 


deep into his Kingdom; the Treaſury Poor, and in ſhort, 
of 1B every 


(8) 
every thing in ſuch a condition, as would have mad 
a leis Gallant Soul than that Prince, Ingloriouily fue 
for a Peace. 1 

So far trom any ſuch ungenerous Treaty, was that 
Brave Hero, that with an handful of Men, purely by 
his own berſonal Courage and Conduct, He Retrieved 
the Glory of his Nation, Repell'd the Invader, and Tri- 

umphantly ſurmounted theſe threatning Difficulties. 
On ſtrength of this Victory, while his Officers and 


Soldiers were endeared to him for ſo much Virtue and 


ſo much Succeſs, he calls the Old Miniſtry to Account, 
Aſſembles his Senate, and lays the weak State of rhe 
Nation before them, ſnewinꝑ them the Dangers to which 


of late they had been expoſed, by the Careleſneſs and 


Sloth of the Adminiſtrators in his Minority. 
The Guilt of ſome, the Hopes of other, and Gra- 
titude of all, had fo powerful an Influence on the whole 


Parliament, that they thought they could not make ſuf- 
ficient Re turns, to ſo Good, ſo Wiſe, Valiant and For- 


tunate a Prince, except they gave him their All, and made 
him Abſolute. PD e rs Me trot: 

He receives the Gift with Thanks and Approbation, 
and that he might ſecure it from being reſumed, know- 


ing the inconſtancy of a fickle mutinous People, inſtead 


of Disbanding his Army, he Increas'd it, Man'd all his 
Garriſons, and Canton'd the Soldiery over all his King- 
dom, till at laſt he had made Soldiers of one half of hu 
People, to keep t other half in good Order. £4. 4 
And that he might effectually keep them in good 
order, he thew'd himſelf kind and obliging to bis Cler- 
gy, (of whom former Princes had not been very tender) 


that he might thereby gain their Fidelity and Affett ion, 


and they in return might endeavour to keep the People 
from Diſorders, might appeaſe all Murmurings and Diſ- 
content, and by their Intereſt and Authority, prevent 
their being Enflam'd. | 


If this be not a fair honeſt Account of that Revolution 


in Szeaden, whereby the King became Arbitrary, then 
will I own my ſelf guilty of miſrepreſenting the Truth, 
and abufing that worthy Author ; but that my own 
word may not be taken, I beg the Reader to peruſe the 
gth Chapter of the Account of Sweden, and then he will 


lay 
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fay that Paſſive Obedience had little, or (rather no- 
thing to do with that mighty Alteration. 
And this I think may very ſufficiently evince, that 
you neither have, nor could have made it our, that Paſ- 
five Obedience was the chief Inſtrument where with the 


Swediſh Clergy Ruin d the Liberties of the People: for 


in truth, it was fo far from being the Chief, that it was 
no Inſtrument at all in the matter: No, they were 
much ſharper Tools Sir, they were your own Arckgts, 


Pikes, and Halbards, Regiments, Troops, and Compa- 


nies, a Standing Army, Guilt and Fear on one fide, 
Hopes and Reſentment on the other, that gave this For- 


tunate Prince ſuch an Advantage over his People: (and 


therefore I hope, that neither your ſelt, nor Friends, 


Will again Vote and Write for the Maintenance of our 


Victorious Forces, after the War is concluded, no Stand- 


ing Army good Sir; Disband, Disband as ſoon as ever 


2 peace is Concluded, and reward the brave Souls in 


- — — —— — — —— — RY ARTS 


another manner, than to put it in their power to Enila ve 


their fellow Subjects: There are no better Soldiers in 
the World for Flanders and Germany, than our gallant 


Britains, but they are indifferent Inmates in our Towns 


and Villages : you underſtand me Sir I hope.) 

And now if this Evidence be not ſufficient to filence and 
convince all Gain-ſayers, I don't know what can do it; 
ſince here you have had proof from your own words, 


and thoſe Writings which you all along allow to be 


Authentic, that it was not the Doctrine of Paſſive Obe- 
dience that Deſtroy d the Liberties of the Swediſh Na- 
tion. 0 
have made one propoſal to you already, and now 
Fl make another or two. Tho you have not tat idem 
verbis, affirm'd, that Paſſive Obedience mult deſtroy a 
Peoples Liberty. yet have you ſaid enough to tell every 
one, that this is your Opinion, and therefore I deſire 
you, or any of your Friends, roundly to aſſert, that this 
Doctrine does neceſſarily deſtroy the Rights and Li- 
berties of a People; you, or your Friend, thall take the 


Affirmative, and I will take the Negative; you ſhall be 


the Opponent, and I'll be the Keſpondent : digeſt your 
Diſcourſe into an Argumentative Method, and let us 
fairly try the ſtrength of each others Reaſoning, it * 

| the 


_ deſtroy'd a People: 3 


1 


the merits of the Cauſe : I ay, you muſt affirm, that 


Paſhve Obedience does neceſſarily deſtroy, &c. or elle, 
your Arguments will not be ſufficiently Concluſive. 
But in the next place, if you are reſolved only to ſhew 
that this Doctrine may poſſibly deftroy our Liberty, 
then will 1 affirm, that Paſſive Obedience may poſſibly 


not deſtroy our Liberty 


Bur Thirdly, the great Diſpute I take to be between 
Paſſive Obedience and Reſiſtance, and therefore what 


ever you ſhall pleaſe to affirm of of che firſt the ſame will 
1 affirm of the other: Let therefore our ſeveral Poſiti- 


ons, if you pleaſe, ſtand thus. | 

Opponent. The Doctrine of Paſſr we Obedience does ne- 
ceſlarily deſtroy a Peoples Liberty. 

Reſpondent. The Doctrine l. Paſſt we Obedience does 
not neceſſarily deſtroy a Peoples Liberty. 
1527 This Doctrine may poſſibly 3 A Peoples Li- 


e This Doctrine may poſſibly not deftroy A Peo- 
s 


1 This Doctrine has ſometimes deſtroy 'd a Peoples 


ty. 
To this I oppoſe Two Propoſitions. 
Reſp. 1 This Doctrine has > ſometimes not Jeftroyed 
a Peoples Liberty. 
2. This Doctrine has never of it ſelf deſtroy'd 2 
Peoples Liberty. 


But if you pleaſe that we may more narrowly enter 


into the merits of the Cauſe, let the whole Diſpute be 


between Paſſive Obedience and Reſiſtance, and then the 


9 I think ought to ſtand thus. 


The Doctrine of Fa/ive Obedience does neceſ- 


rity eſtroy a Peoples Liberty 


Reſp. The Doctrine of Refiſtance does neceſkrily de- 
ſtroy a Peoples Liberty. 


Opp. The — of Paſſive Obedience ma bly 
gelte a Peoples Liberty. fp y ou 


Refp. The Doctrine of Ref/tarce may poſſibly de- 
Fo, Peoples Liberty. . , " 


Opp. The Doctrine = Paſſive Obedience has ſomerimes = 
Reſp. | 


drop the Truth between them; they Argue and Quar- 


E 

| Reſp. The Doctrine of Ne fiſt ance has ſometimes de- 
ſtroyd a Peoples Liberty. 

And this Sir I take to be very fair play; this is to 
meaſure our Swords, and to engage with equal Weapons : 
Were not the matter in Diſpute to be fairly ſtated, we 
ſhould thus Quarrel and Wrangle, and never come to an 
end: we may compare many controverſial Writers to 
Boys playing at Blind Mans Buff, they ſnap and catch 
at one another, and often know not whom they have 
caught at laſt. Men Write and Diſpute, and both fides 


rel, and when they come to know one others minds, 
they are very well agreed, and both confeſs they only 


F diſputed for want of a better underſtanding berween 


And therefore though I may be thought tohave made 
2 bold Challenge, yet can't I fear to make good my un- 
dertaking, when I profeſs, I do engage my ſelf to main» 
tain my Propofitions, in no other manner, than 
Adverfary (whoever he (hall be) ſhall do his: As fer 
Inftance, ſhould he affirm that the Doctrine of Paſſive 
Obedience has ſotmetimes deſtroyed a Peoples Liberty, 
then for proof of this, ſhould produce fome Teſtimo- 
nies from Hittory, that this Doctrine was Preach'd at 
ſuch a time in ſuch a Nation, and aft the Pe- 
e loſt their Liberty. Then will I produce from Hi- 
ory of equal Auchority, that in that or another Na- 
tion, at ſuch a time, the Doctrine of Reſiſtance was 
Preach'd, and afterwards, that People loſt their Liberty. 
Now this is all I will oblige my ſelf ro, to maintain my 
Poſitions in the fame method of Reaſoning, as does my 
Antaponit ; tho' this F1] promiſe into the Bargain, that 
I will expoſe his Falfacies if I can find them out, and 
ſue him through all his Erronious Mazes and Wind- 
ngs, I will then ſhew him his own Arguments as they are 
applicable to my Poſrtion, and thereby perhaps convince 
him of their weakneſs. With this Proviſo then, I care 
not which Propoſition any one ſhall chooſe to try their 
ftrengrh on; they know my Propoſals, and I will pro- 
miſe to ſtand to them. | Fi 
It's very likely this method may look too Scholaſtic 
and Pedantic ; I ſhall therefore in humble Imitation 7 
ares 4 


. 
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ſa great a Genius, endeavour to refreſh my Self and 
Reader with a ſhort Declamation. 

And here I could wiſh, that thoſe Britiſh Peers who en- 
joy the high Honoars due to their Birth and Quality, the 
great Eſtates that have been left them by their Anceſtors, 
or acquired by their Valour ; the fine Palaces themſelves 
or their Fathers have Built, in which they live, with a be- 
coming Pomp and Splendor : I could wiſh they had ſeen, or 
(becauſe that can't be) that they would call to Mind 
ſome other Noblemen (even no leſs than their own great 
Vrogeriitors) who Seventy Tears ago, enjoy'd all the Bleſ- 

ſingt they themſBres now poſſeſs, but immediately on the 
| Preaching the Doctrine of Reſi/tance, and that their 
Prince was accountable to his Yeople, . had their Eſtates 
taken from them, their Palaces, (ſome of which exceeaed 


ti Magnificence molt we have in. London at th day) 


let to Shop-heeper s for Warehouſes ; others in the Coun- 
try, oy — — Eſtates Plunder d and 
Sequeſter'd, their Birth and Quality deſpiſed to that de- 
ree, that every Officer had Precedence before the Nableſt 
Peer, even ſometimes before them that were DNigmfy'd 
with a Military Employment, their-Perſons Preſcribed; 
Slain in the Field, and Murder'd on the Scaffolds ; their 
| Whole Body Voted uſeleſs ro the Nation, and degraded 
trom their Birth Rights: Firſt, their very Peerage Con- 
demn'd, and then thoſe brave gallant Souls expos d to 
all the Inſolence and Contumely of the Brutal Populace. 
Would but rheſe Noblemen conſider, that their Loyal 
Virryous Ancè ſtors were as Great, Rich, and Happy as 
themſelves before the Doctrine of Refiſtance was Pro- 
claim'd, ard the Principles of Government reſolved into 
the Conſent and Approbation of the People, I fancy the 
Promoter of the ſame Doctrine, inftheſe dur own Days 
would not be received with ſo much Applauſe, 
e with ſo bevy Tae Las * a 7 
I ould be pleaſed, if tboſe Ladys who live in the great - 
eſt State ana 2 would turn over the Regiſters ot 
timè, and there behold that entire Deſolation and Ruin, 
which was brought upon every thing that was Pom- 
pous, Gay, or Pieaſant: but I would rather deſire; were 
not the Scene too Melancholy for their good Nature, 
Tendernels and Melting Softneſs, that they would call 
| Is a | to 
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to mind thoſe Piercing Sighs, Flowing Tears, and Panting 
Hearts, which were the daily Tryals of that Sex, when 
they ſaw their Expiring Lords, or Breathleſs Sons, ſome- 
times receiving their fatal Wounds-11 the Field of Battle, 
ſometimes diſmembred by the Prophane Hands of the Exe- 


cutioner, brought to their ſorrowing Homes, weltring in 


their own Gore, having freely devoted their Lives, ſpent 
their Fortunes, and ruined their Families in the Service of 
their God, their King and Country: Would but theſe 
poor tender hearted Creatures, give themſelves the morei- 


| fication of looking back on thoſe Bloody Tragedys, I am 


verily perſwaded, they will for ever forſware ſtripping 
themſelves again of their Ear-rings, Necklaces, and Brace- 
lets, to carry on a Cauſe of fo much Murder, Wickedneſs 
and Horror. | 

I wiſh beſides the Right Reverend Bench of Biſhops, 
who now poſſeſs their Dignity in the Church, and their 
Honours in the State which are due to their Piety, Learn- 
ing, and Wiſdom, would call ro mind the Tumults, and 
Dangers to which their worthy Predeceſſors were expoſed 
by the unlawful Reſiſtance of the People, how the Rabble 
were taught to Vilify their Office, and Inſult their Perſons, 
how they were excluded the Houſe of Peers, and for re- 
monſtrating againſt the Injury, hall'd away to Jail : How 
ſome were Murder'd, others Impriſoned, and others For- 
ced into an Inglorious Exile; how exactly verified was 
King Fames's Maxim; No Biſhop, no King : How ſoon fol- 


low'd the Murder of the King, after the Deſtruction of 


his faithful Servants the Biſhops : Whenever they caſt back 
their Eyes on that Horrible Score of Years which Com- 
menced at 1640. I am farisfied, thoſe venerable Prelates 
muſt be Applauded, who were willing to overlook ſome 
Indiſcretions in a Perſon, who had ſhewn himſelf ſo Zea- 
lous in oppoſing a Doctrine which had ruined the whole 
Hierarchy, | 25 | 
I niſh, that Gentlemen who have ample Eſtates, and all 


that us requifite for their Pleaſures, had ſeen Perſons (even 


their own Parents) of the like Condition, who in the memory 
of ſome (tho' indeed they muſt be pretty Old) lived as 
much at their Eaſe as theſe do now; but ſoon after, wers 
drives from the Seats of their Anceſtors, and their Land: 
Parcelled out amongſt ſuch and ſuch Regiments of Horſe and 
Foot ; and if you ſhowld — for the Lord of the Mannor. 

| | | | is 
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tit probable you might hear he was bearing a Muſquet in 
Detence of his Prince and his own Rights, laid up in ſome 
cloſe Impriſonment, or Executed for his Loyalty: Had 
they ſeen all this, I believe none of thoſe Country Gentle- 

men would at all repent of their Joy for the light puniſh- 
ment ofa Clergy Man, one ot whole chieteſt Crimes ſeems 
ro have been his zealous Defence of this exploded Doctrine, 
and his warm Reſentments of thoſe Injuries, which both 
Church and State had received by the contrary Tenets. 

I niſh too, that thoſe Citlxens who find the Advantages of 
4 great Trade and free Commerce, had ſeen (or at leaſt would 
from faithful Hiſtory repreſent to their mind) a City which 
not long before, had ſeveral conſiderable Merchants and Kich 
Burghers, reduced by the confuſion of thole times, almoſt 
ro Beggary, while it look d like a Conquer'd Town, every 
Street garriton'd with Armed Soldiers, the Churches turn d 
into Forts or Stables, the Citizens Tax'd at the Diſcretion 
of an Army, Contributions raiſed by Arbitrary Decrees 
and Ordinances, Benevolence asked with Sword in hand, 
and Loans demanded with beat of Drum: at laſt, their 
Gates broken down, their Portcullis's deſtroy'd, and their 
Poſts and Chains pull'd to pieces with all the marks of De- 
folation : would theſe Grave and Prudent Gentlemen, re- 


member how innumerable were the dreadful Conſequences 
of that fatal Doctrine of Reſiſtance, they would for ever 


hereafter be very Jealous how they gave the leaft encou- 
ragement to ſuch Pernicious Principles. FE. 
But what, I (too) wiſhthe moſt of all, is, that the Infe- 
rior Order of Gentlemen, and the Common People who enj 
great Privileges, have their Properties ſecured to them 
good Laws, and have ;lenty of all that's neceſſary, had but 
{een (or would now believe the Hiſtory of thoſe times 
when) 4 Teomanry and Common People, who not long before, 
had a Tight of Chooſing Kepreſentatives in Parliament, of 
being tryed by 4 Fury of Twelve Men, and paying only ſuch 
Taxes as they confentea to, were ſoon after | ſometimes 
to pay greater Taxts than the Tearly value of their Farms; 
were hged and puniſhed juſt as the Governoars, Vſurpers, 
ana Tyrazt s, hats mind to it; no longer Tryed by Juſt 
Judges and Impartial Jurys. no longer 'I'ryed by God and 
their Country, bur Sentenced and Executed by Court 
Martials, Tax'd at the Piſcretion of the Rapacious Con- 
querors, and at laſt. almoſt one half of the people ons 
| made 


ttatnpleq on, before the Rights and Liberty of the 


LY 
made Soldiers to keep t'other halt in order : Should they bar 
fee painted in lively Colours, all this izexpreſſible miſery of 
their fellow Creatmres, who knew nothing of ſuch Circum- 
ſtances till the Pottrine of Reſiſtance,and the Superior Pow- 
er ot the People began to take place in this Land, I cannot 


think we ſhould have ſuch Numbers of unthinking Men 
that ſbould ſeem pleaſed in hearing the fame Doctrines 


again advanced among us. | 


TT vather belive, that thoſe Lords and Lady, Bilkops and 


with: 4ne unanimors Voice, the Doctrine of Refhitahoeis;lo- 
eonſiſtent with' the Eſtabliſhment, » Deſtructive ef: our 
Peace, and may prove our Ruin $047 501 gde 
And now Sir after all that has been {aid on this Roint, 
1 hope you wilt confeſs, there is a muth Truth and Rea- 
ſon in my Harihgue, as in your dπ a Nou bring Foreign 
Hiſtoty in proof of the pernicious Canſequience of Paſſive 
Obedence, Thive from Domeſtick Mafortunes:thewn the 


terrible Effects of Refiftance i Lou have (hewn how ahe 


"Nobility, Gentry, and Peaſantty of Swedes were deſtroy d 
by Ore, and I have at leaſt, with equal truth demonſtrated, 


able Houſe ot Commons, the Cineus and Day — our 
on Country, were Oppreſſed and Nuined by the: rine 
of Reſiſtance being ved ueed fritoÞPractjce» | might have 
added. how even the Crown itiſeff v brought lo and 
Subjects 
edu have been tu rroddew under foot. 
I Qa not unwillig Sit to give you the precedence in 
che bitterneſs of yo Invecti ve: tho I thall not gladthgewn 


= Superidfity in Reaſon, Modeſty, of good Nature + 1. 


always laid it den as an-unquettioned Truth, chat 
to call Names, Revile, and Reproach, were as ſutg fjgns 
of want of Realon'ind Arguridut; aner Chatinyand good 


-. 
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| | D ell 
| Zeal I own is commendable, andthe Rights of Sf eo 
ple, and Liberty of ou Country,” are very juſt Obiests of 
of Cundor and 
 Diſerevion, requiſite to make it eaſy to our ſelues, or ac- 
ceptable to others: Methinks, a Gentleman of Picty and 


"our Zeal, but yet there is a d 


Cemlimen, Citizins and Common People; aud tall tu en, 


"that our on Lords Temporal and Spiritual, the Honour - 


Breeding, as Mr. Berſon was al ways eſteemed by them that 


Bis Rhetotie, to the ä Scriblers of the Town 


_ "know him, ſhdult have left thoſe Vulgar Decorationg of 


Church- | 
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Church · Trumpeter, Impoſtor. Apoſtate Wretch, and Tray- 
ror, are Terms ſo Uncharitable and Ungenteel, that I can 
{carce believe they could drop from the Pen of fo good a 
Chriſtian as Mr. Benſon has ever been reputed : I can't bur 
ſuſpott. that the Letter was Father d on a wrong Author, 
when find ſo little Charity or Moderation throuzhour, 
and know how ſtrongly Sir "= have always pleaded for 


_ 
ou think no Reſentment can be too * no Re- 
— too ſevere for the Abettors of Paſſive Obedience, 
you muſt not then wonder at, nor blame thoſe Writers 
whoſe Complexion is .equally. Sanguine with your own, 
| when they throw back theſe Calumnies and Slanders on 
your Self or Friends, with the ſame Acrimony of Stile, 


and ſharpneſs of Reviling. Yhlegna I confeſs has the pre- 


dominance in my Temperature, ſo that I have little Temp- 
tation to, and leſs Pleaſute in theſe Recxeations.; they ſeem 
to me, to be no le inenuſiſtent with Wiſdom, than con- 
trary to the Megknels of the Chriſt ian Spirit. 
Mberher it be the Effects of my. Conſtitution, the re- 
ſult of my Studies; ot the dictates of Conſcience, I know 
nat. but when I look om anꝝ ot our Modern Writers, I can't 


help examining inta the Reaſon, Jultice,. and Charit a 


thezr Performances, andi ehence compute thewalue of t 
Works: and as I pracved by this Rule in my Judgment on 
others, I think my {If oblig'd-to AG by it my felf. 
Front — comtets, I. iefien'd little elſe beſides De- 
climation and Haranghe. in thoſe pathetic Addreſſes to 
the perſons ot ſeveral Stations which I Tranſcribed almoſt 
, from the Letter do Sir F. B. I own my (elf En- 
debrett for the Art of Recortin to the Jngexrores Author of 


23 —— lience len in That admirable | + 
IC +1 


ex would not willingly leave my Read- 
| — with che otion, that lth ey who have of 
hs Frech d and Abested the Doctrine ot Reſiſtance, do 
deſign to repeat the Tr lys of 48. No, I would not ay 
ſuch a thing for. che World; 1 am ſure I then ſhould bely 
my 
deteſt, and always (hope) avoid. 

You may ſee how:eafily and plauſbly, what ever Argu- 
| ments you have advanced, under HERE ka 1 
week * of Fatt __ be turn d back our, *. 
Principles, 


30 err „ 7 | 


ence; and run.into a Crime, which I ſhall ever 


. 
W & «a „ 


words ſhew, that I violate 


 Afﬀertion of yours, that what yi 


| ſhall 


from that moving Harangue; ps now bake 2 of; 


e. 


Principles, and make their Defenders and Abettors, as 
Odious to the People, as ſuf — by the Prince; and 
then Sir, I ſuppoſe it will not be deny J, that I have ſaid 
enough to make good my Poſition, that you neither have, 
(nor could have) proved, that Paſſive Obedience was the 
Inſtrument where with the Swediſſ Clergy Ruined their 
Peoples Liberty. x 
And that neither your ſelf, nor any of your Admirers, 

may have cauſe to complain of my Application of your 
Letter to ſuch ill natur'd Deſigns, ſhall fre 


— 
neither the Rules bf Reaſon, 


nor Laws of Charity, when I ay all that Letter was de- 
ſign d as a bitter Invective againſt our own Cler nag 


you may imagine, you have reap'd ſo much g 


that Performance, that you will require n Tb ſo 
clear a matter. | 

But becauſe ſome ſeem to lay en ls tv that 
have offer d, is got Ar- 
gument but matter of Fact ; $ they doin Tart fog, 
none ought to charge you with fuch'an Te 


produce ſome few. Inftahcts. - 

I might inſiſt on thoſe Two P 
I have 8 produced, and whic 
with Marks of ſome eminent 


but that I may not be ta of Repetition, for want of 
fuller Evidence, I ſhall put ek matter paſt all daubt: At 
Page 27. you make this ede on the Account of Den- 
mark (a Book I know to be nicely ſuired to your Genius, 
eſpecially for that Candor and Jal) Nan 10 ovr;Uni- 


verſities in its Freface.) .- 
The Danes as well as Sende, Breed their g 
* at Oxford; ſo that tis more than probable, 5 
6 Paſſive and Abſolate Doctrine, had it's Original 'ia 12 
— 9 3 1 2 — to the greateſt 3 that this 
[0418 tous Mic Was Begotten, as well 148 
' he Bankeof th be vary pike ben TE 5 
: is I take to be very "00 no of a 
Comment; every Reader is taught the Drift and kind De- 
ſign of that Letter: but you muſt pardon me, if I take 
the fame Liberty with you here, as 1 did about a quarter 
of an Hour ago, 
_ by, the Dares and Swedes Breed wow Clergy-Men | 
| at 


0 38 1 
at Oxford; this is juſt as true is if I ſhould ſay, the Exgliſb 
and Sets Breed their Lawyers, Fbyficians, Gentlemen, 


and Divines, at Utrecht, Leyden, and Genera, and not one 


jot more true. Any one would be apt to think, that we 
had at leaſt, a College or two for choſe Foreigners, that 
we had ay hundred or two of em at 2 time, an that there 
was ſome publick care taken of their Education. 

But theres nothing ke it, no one that I know of, is 
Metnber dr bur Univerſi ity nor any number of em amongſt 
us.” Bur the manner of their Studies is this; there may 


perhaps of Darts and Seder, be Eight or Ten at a time, 


ſeldom More; not that T am certain there ate ſo many: 
they take a very indifferent Figure generally peaking, 
Take 1 'cheaf)-Lodging at fome Town{mans Houſe, defire 
leave te Nudy in the Publick Library, Which is always 
gong 0 ho hair paying a moderate Fee, and obliging 


* there they ſpend great part 
* yon d aſſociate Ay with one another, ſeldom 
frequent qut Publick L 


pri ute Twtor- Searce g Nie enou 1 . 
to underſtand our Se en they em: they 

Year, ſome One, bb vety.few Two 
vs, 08 0 manner of Diſcipline or De- 


e they beſt; are mo 


Tany thing of 4 fimiliar Ac- 
©» Sie with the dene 1 char if they learn Paſſive 
Wehe it Cxſtrd, ind ir out themſelves, from 
the ReAnableneſs and bf rhe Doctrine, and not 
from publick Teaching of 3 it kere. ; 


"that the Dandt afid Swedes Breed their Clergy 


55 ford : Pere there be Six or Elghr, or Ten 
"> es pprenkicts be ſent, or rarher go on 
wer Sen Accord 40 rel to learn the way of Trade 


among them, could we ſay rhe Exgliſi Breed their Mer- 
Bale an 


Sd des Breed chen Clergy at Oxford ? Not that 


it ſigniſtes dne Farthing to the matter in Paid. whether they 


do eèt, onty, yon thew your kindneſs to this place, by 


endeavouring to trace the 3 of all the Calamities of 
"'Sweatii"froin | our Univerfity 


The 


tures, or be 10 the Charge of 2 
they ſtay, 


juſt what 1 70 leaſe themſelves, 
. ed Ame Converſs- 


fer any one Judge how troe is 1 Aſſertion 


Stockholm > Why "than ſhall it be fad, that the 


I Ee Lee.” ones a. Dd ene a; ot So. 0 a 


DI i 


The two next Pages contain Infinuations and Reflecti- 
ons on the Queen and Parliament, ſo nicely interwoven 
with your kind Cenſures of the Clergy, that I know nor 
how to ſeparate the one from the other. As therefore I 
bave purpoſely declined mediing with thoſe points which 
are more proper in my mind to be Examined in Meſtmin- 
ſter- Hall, or the Old Bailey, than by any private Pen; (© 
I muſt let flip all that Beauty, Elegance, and Skill, with- 
out paying my Tribute of Praife and Applauſe. : 
As for your Complement an the Old Romans, it is mere 
Banter: Were ever People more Oppreſſive, Imperious, 
and Inſolent, in moſt of their Conqueſts? Was ever Na- 
tion ſo unęrateful ro their Generals and Deliverers? Wit- 
| neſs Camillus, Coriolatrus, and the Scipio's. England is not 
| yet ſo Baſe, how induſtrious ſo ever ſome have been to 
| fix this blackeſt of Crimes on their own Country. 
| As for your Encomium on the Duke, I have nothing 
to ſay againſt it, only that it comes far (hort of his Merits : 
| But what is that to the Clergy or Univerſity ? We all are 
- 2lad of every opportunity to celebrate his Praiſe ; the Tem- 
| ple and the Theatre have Eccho'd back the Glories of Mar/- 
| borough; we have long azo Pronounced Alexander and 
Ceſar, Pompey and Anthony, to be mere Shadows, when 
compared with the Immortal Churchill; and with an 
eager Impatience have we long wiſhed, that the ſame hand 
may have the Honour of conchuding a Bleſſed Peace, that 
has ſigna lized it ſelf in ſo eminent a manner thro? the whole 
War. Thar unthankful People the Romans, did often in- 
deed defraud their moſt deſerving Generals of the Glorys 
| of a Peace, tho they bad undergone all the Hardſhips of 
War. How coy ng was it for a Province almoſt Subdu- 
ed to be taken from the firſt Commander, and given to 
another, whereby the latter reap'd the Glory and Profit of 
the others Toil and Dangers ? We all with Prayers and 
Vous unanimous with, that England may never be brand- 
ed with ſo much Baſeneſs and Ingratitude : And therefore 
you might have ſpared thoſe undeſer ved Contumelies 
wherewith you upbraid the Cler2y and us; neither they 
nor we have any Projects againſt our Countrymen, which we 
defire ſo great a Man to Concert or Execute: We Triumph 
in his Succeſſes, and gladly Congratulate every advance 
he makes towards his own, his Princes, and his Countrys 
Eternal Renown and Happineſs ; and ſo would willingly 
luppoſe that we are unconcern'd in your ziſt Page. Bur 
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But you will not ſuffer us ſo fondly to impoſe on our 
Senſes and Underſtanding, and therefore tell us towards 
the bottom: * The Sum of all is this. | 

© There have been in our days, at leaſt in the days of 
© all our Fathers, Three Kingdoms in the World, (inclu- 
* ding all as one that are under one Prince), whoſe Happy 
* Conſtitutions were made up of King, Lords, and Com- 
+ mons. Theſe Three were Artacked by the Hero's of 
Slavery, within a few Years laſt paſt. Two of them have 
fallen a miſerable Sacrifice.to their Infamous Doctrine; 
and the Third by the Miraculous Providence of God, but 
© very narrowly eſcaped about I'wenty Years ago. And 
can any ſenſible Perſon naw pretend to give a Reaſon, 
* why the ſame Doctrine is not able to ruin the Third, eſ- 
* pecially when thoſe that miſcarried, can fee now by the 
* Succeſs of the other two, where the Miſmanagement lay 
that hindred them from the ſame Succeſs ? 

From this. place you purſue the Application for abour 
three Pages together, ſo that for any one to ſa you have 
only offer d Matter of Fact, is as Falſe as Abſurd: it is to 
ſhut their Eyes, and deſire every body elſe to be as Blind 


as they pretend to be themſelves. But now for a ſhort | 


Anſwer to that captious Queſtion : Can any ſenſible Perſon 
pretend to give 4 Reaſon why the ſame Doctrine ts not able 
o Rain the Third? 1 might fay, that this Doctrine was 
not able to Ruin the other Two, and therefore may not 
be able to ruin the Third: Next, that it did not ruin the 
other Two, aid ſo may not ruin the Third; but I wave all 
Reaſons of my own, leſt I ſhould be thought to pretend 
to be a ſenſible Perſon, which its likely you may be very 
unwilling to allow,and ſhall give you a very ſufficient Rea- 
| fon from one whom every one will allow to be a ſenſible 


perſon. . 1 

Be pleaſed then to turn to Monſieur Yertots Revoluti- 
ons in Sweden, and there you may find at Page 29. an eaſy 
Solution of this Queſtion. This Scene of Diſorder laſted 
Fuur-Tears ; during which time, the Kingdom was perpetually 
diſtracted with Inteſtine Wars ; and the People wee Weary 
of 4 gry: that expos'd em to ſo many and ſuch terrible 
 Milerics, that they demanded the Reſtoration of King Ca- 
nutſon, with extraorainary Eagerneſs and Importunity, pre- 
| ferring an ealy Subjection, to a wild and extravagant Free- 


dom. 
And 


And this will ferye for an unanfiwerable Reply toall your 


py at Home, as under the Government of 
Hero of the Abbory pleaſant Romance: It was by his .. 
ſolute Power e thaa he introducedithe Reformation 2 oy 


7 Deſpotic Ruls 
gative was ſtrei 


Nobile 


by Ss -Tor che Truth of, this, berge tho: 


„„ Remy I @ Q eee oel ee 


. A, hope): 2 of 
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Cavils and,Obje&tjans againſt the Doctrine of Taſſwe Obe- 
dience : it always was the Intereſt uf Sweden, ta be under 
an Abſalute/Gevernment:; they had ho ſenſe of chat! Hleſ- 
ted Medium, Which we enjoy, between the tuo borrid Ex- 
treams of Tyennay and Anarchy 2 Confuſion of Shvery 
fem'd abſolutely necellary for that Natitm ; aud they ne- 
ver were ſo Great and Glorious Abroad, ſo Eafy and Hap= 
Gama the 


by the Game, uri, that he / tetrenchec che. Ei 
Encroachments-:of the Clergyilyianl chis TIhauld hey 
thought would have reconciled qharGlerious Monarch to 
your Favour, though ani A bſoluta Princhæ TAI muſt tell 
you beſides, that © the more Arbitrary. was'the:King,. (0 
eaſier was :the People - H an ; nodebur the 
lergy and Nobility, had ever oecafhogto complain! of the 
their Goveradurs : Ihe more the Hero. 

tned, ſo much ebe more heavy were the 
2 People : fdr infleed; who were 

« of be! Fange, bug te Fopitty Clergy; and: the 
es? Ale ti dreſors the! People ouly changed: many 
Imperious Leids for-one Mighty Pridce'; and made their 
Peace. with he. Crown, by beiping tv reduce their Task 
Maſters to dir n Condition 0a n their fellow 
Subjects, who back uſed to dominmer:over; then wu 5 


be ck RY y. - 5; 5 EY 8 Th HE Bed“ 
Obedience caũ never. have. eb Effects in | 
vou me if ta have bad in Swedes, Ns han never 
low to be undr cim Ab- 
ſolute Rule of any Oue: and therefore, how/Tndifereenly 
ſoever ſome' parkeulac Mex may Grain the Doctrine of 
Paſſive e is ne danger that it will do. us 

any Miſchf ; becabſe Men wit on ever be guided moro 'by 


| their te than their Fal. 


I muſi ham abſerve, that Paſfve Obedience wab a Do: 
Arine very ill ſuited to = temper:of Popery + you know, 
you eonf eis, citibeyer was heard of in Sweden, till the Ex- 
2 of the Ramiſb Uſurpations; and therefore I hope 
you will for the. ture be fo Kone and Ingenuous,to * 
g's: ——o—_ 


( 42), 

of England of my Suſpicion of Fepery on this 

this. is one af thoſe abſurd — . 4 ſo ge- 
nerally laid — Charge, that they effect Popery in 
their Thongs: 2 their Prince ; when all the 
World — ows: anj:Shiggot Hiſtory will confeſs, that 
genenally — b Arennous Aﬀertors of Papa- 
eyn wert tie hel growing Power of their 


ben r. —_— 8 err vat 


the 
— t 


it hegod R A thi t 
— = — for a Rexlop be, Argu rewed of the 
Sug the, never come into any Meaſures 


chat thell Subi ſe]ves..the Prople, — prince 
bmnſglf tan Foreign The Swediſh Cle | 
deed favour'd 20 . ena the os 
—— tg th dende oceed. in tha 
at m * pe in that 2 
ner : nt but Garthey nd 4 yery ſpecieus.Pretence ; t 
: had tabem-the Other Al ance to the as be was 


N 
that it is che lacerelt of our 
k, » ako 
han — with | 

ol 4 m the Behaviour of the roger Ars | 
| would  endee» our 30; daſtroy 1 
Wie e Bk ellow Subiecis: For i 
— (which. af All gn ke 
„ arreſt 20. unwary Reader e 
— reſemblance of of Circurnitances before 43 
gu ft a familitude of Actions. 1 


Since Shen Sedan and Exled, ha Cen- 
cuter hes Sweden and Exch, have for thi at ff 


Years fo In- 
ma by very Ge Boe, the ook ent, ie 
ſt be fallacious. Reaſon to 3 | 
hany ſuch Meafutes chat 
3 1 #1 
Lam ſorry that you — iven me occalion T 
wich fo much Unkindoeſs, — ſincerity and 255 of Chan 


rity, to aA Order of Men, who can never be Happy, but 
1 | when 


their Intereſt rather than 


5 — ey * 


[| ings : v1 1 ts „more N 
eee de aeniag ech, thar your ſelfand quan 


| hoſe dien wins wer alf the Leirned Werl) arg wen- 


(3 


whey = —_ is fo; who coharibore; all they can ＋* pr: 
e the beo to prefer an e«/} wbjeftion to a 

extravagint Fretdom. And ſay not now that I am Malici-. 
ous or Uncharitable, in making this Application of your 
Letter; for ha v jou ſelf enden vbur d to conceal 
Mane whem ever you would: bear hard u 
y? You are indeed Carribus u CircumipeR in choſe 
Hints which all the World maſt the Law. 
perhaps cannot lay hold on. When you intend to refleft 
on the Govertimeneit would — « much i d Spi- 


rit of Revenge, ſhould L endes vdur to aggravate Min Ar- 


ter, and expoſe Ab thoſe dowble 
Colours; for this perhaps tnightberray me into that very 
fault which l Walt ever condern it another; avdThevelors 
Sir I ſpate you.” oh * W 3: ids 


But then I muſt rake leave ti wich: on 
that unhandſome deen F ge 


Univerſity has met with at your hands:: w ve 

or we done to wx uf ſo muh Contempt and Scotn 
There is no Enemy fo defpitible, that ought ia Wiſe 
Mans jagt U f weng whih Irrifion and Inwlence. 


Have thoſe venerakle Bodies of Men any P 2 
If not, would peer » Mund pl 
Scorn, rate 'his not 'his-Indignacion: 


Have they u Power r Authoriry ? Then would pro- 
dence and Modeſty encline Mun to treat them with ſome 
Deferetice d Civility, if not with RefpeRt Their Cha- 
preſerve thetn from ſuch Inſults ind Re- 


othery' ſdem tu entertain fuch very mean Sentiments 


ioned>with- Honour nid Applauſe? Why an Atheiſt, a 
Liberring>6r Debauche, Heul kreis che rief hend, and 
deſpiſe theſe Seats of LearninjzFddn'rat albad mir 
Bur that MH. Banos, {-know-w de 4 Vonſtant 
Cothmimicant with-oar Church Sober Gonfiderate Man, 


by 


_ hoiſt undertake a Task'{&Mcoafiſftent with good Na- 


ture di Breeding, I can't help wohdring at ; nor can 1 ac- 
coln646t\} ia any other manner; than that yu were re- 


ſolved to vent your ſpleen on thern, whom you mighi think 
ts in che Chatige of the n though 
—_— do de "Ti ery nn 1. 


And 


the Cler- 


„ 
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ot that Decency which became your own Character. 
and ventured your own Reputation while you endea vour d 
to Murder that of your Adverſaries: Suppoſe the Doctrine 
of Paſſwe Obedience . had. done ten times more harm in 


Sweden than it bas, and-;thare might be ten times more 


danger in bur own Natibnthan there is from this Doctrine; 
and. the Clergy Preached it a8 often and vehemently as 
they are {aid to doit, yet can it never bo reconciled to 
Manners or Diſcretion, toitreat them in ſo contumelious 
ame. W Hirnty 


uppen 5 
lmpuration) often told you, and therwhele World, that 
Moderation, Calmneſs, good Reaſon, Perſwafion, Kindneſs, 
Patience and Forbearanceare the befk Arguments for Con- 
viction d la there then the leaſt ſign of any one of theſe 
| ChriſtianVirrues, til be ſeen through that Letter? 2 


Out you not rather cta ha vo ſne mn by demonſtrative 


Arguments, the unreaſonableneſd of this Doctrine, than 


by ſubelel Surmuſes and Suggeſtions to defame its Preachers 2 


often have we been cold that Railing; ᷣ not Reaſo- 
nicig; nor Satyr fRrgumenm ? Or has any fort: of Men a 
:Providegs of! condemning! wis practice in others, though 


Lean farhon ; why Ht Language, Calntany, Lies, and 
Stinder,! ate Weapoiis more juſt i able ba:onedide. than the 
oMer.': Etan ſtarrs forbear ſuſpectinꝑ, i that all the Noiſe 
was made ſome Years ago about Moderation, was meer 
Bunter and Amufernent : for how many Writers have of 
late appear d from that Quarter, who-ſeem'd to have mide 
this Virtus their Charadteriſtic, without the leaſt Marks 
and Toltens of it 7 even not enough to give one ground to 


—— ey pere ever acquainted with fo Chriſtian a 
Gre aw. 7 "nf l 5 0 i Ht 4224 
'  'Te-really amazes me to read and bear fo much Bitterneſs, 


whenthey bend their Tongue like a Bow againſt the Hoh, 
Sanctuary, ſome Irre ſiſtible Fury agitates them beyond the 
force of Humane Malice, to Aſperſe, Defame, Vilify, and 
Intult the Prieſthood and its Friends. — 1 


And thus while you were gratifying! your Reſentment, | 


End pon not; have hot thoſe few of the Clergy (vom 
ou are willing ta exempt from the general 


1 „ hM we, net n 


5 they never ſtick at uſing it themfelves ? This is a Secret 


8 und Malice, where there ever has been io great = 
- prerence to Temper and Charity. One would: almoſt think 
that choſe Men are refobved to be Moderate in every thing, 
but their Perſecution of che Church and Her Sons; but 


1 | 
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every thing elleas prodigioufly fur 
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- L can conceive no Reaſon, why the Clergy ſhould have fo 
many and ſo inveterate Enemies among them, who are Mem- 
bers of the fame Communion; None ought to wonder, that 
hoſe who deſpiſe all Religion, or are profeſs d Enemies to the 
tabliſh'd, ſhould make very free with thoſe Men, who en- 
deavour to expoſe the Folly of Atheiſm, and Danger of Schilm : 
but why merely on the account of one Doctrine which they 
think unrealonable, they ſhould treat the appointed Miniſtry 
with ſo much, Diſdain and Neglect, who agree with them in 
Zing and unaccountable. 
think, ine of Refiſtance is the moſt rea- 
ſonable and convenient for the Safety and Liberty of the 
People; and I (perhaps) that Faſſiue: Obedience founds belt 
in the Pulpit. from the Meſſengers of Peace, is moſt conducive 
to the Honour af the Prince, and yet conſiſtent with the Rights 
and Privileges of the Subject: but muſt we now call one ano- 
ther Traytor, Rebel and Incendiary, Falſe to eur Queen, or 
Treacherous to our Country? Theſe methinks are words un- 
becoming the Mouth or Pen of a Gentleman; can never make 
Converts, will-only prejudice Men againſt our Perſons, and 
* them agvinſt our Opinions. 


Why ſhould ſuch Differences as theſe ſet us at fo great 2 


Variance, break all Bonds of Chatity, and deſtroy all Rules 
of Civil Converſat jon? Thera may noonveniencies follow, from 
— rigorous preſſing of Paſſive Obedĩence under a Bad Prince; 
t none ſure, under ſo Jute Pious, ſo Affectionate a Queen 
as now Reigus over us ; There may ſurely as many Inconve- 
nievcies follow from the Peoples being taught they may Reſiſt 
their Governours, when 1 themſelxes aggrieved, and 
can find no other Remedy than Arms. | * 


No at beſt, your Opinion may de as dangerous as mine; 


and, then why mult we e one another with all thoſe 
Horrid Acculatieus that can none but open Rebels and 


oondemn. d Traytors ? You know, Thoughts can't be Treaſo- 
nous, why then ſhould we be feverer on one another, than 


the Laus? + 4 oa 4 
Bur what is more unreaſonable; why muſt thoſe Gentlemen 
who have devoted their Studies and Service to God and Re- 


lig ion, or they, who are preparing themſelves for this Sacred 


Work, be Iaſulted with fo much Petulancy and Scorn ? Prieſt 
was never a Word of Contempt among the Romans; it was 


no Diminugion of their Honour,' but added Dignity to the 
Higheſt Quality: Ceſar himſelf thought it an Addiion to all 


his Honour, to be Pontifex Maximus. 
When we eater the Univerſity 


* 


we are (many of us) Gen- 


tlemen, and ſhould be eſteemed as luch, were we to {indy in the 
Temple, or any of the Inns of the Courts: and ſhall we then 
be degraded, after the Expence of 4 or 500 Pounds ſpent in 

our 


(46) 
our Education, becauſe we Dedicate the Remainder of our 
Lives and Labours, to the Service of God and his Church ? 
This ſurely is Uſage, no lefs unreaſonable than hard. Why 
mull the Laws of Man add greater Dignity to their Students, 
than the Laws of God? If the former make a Gentleman, the 
latter ſurely need not difpatage one that is Botn ſo: Why then 
ſhall Men endeavour to mike Cheap, and Ridiculous, thoſe 
Names and Titles which were'Gefign'd is Marks of Honoura= 
ble Diſtinttion ? How many have 8 to be Witty in 
ſpeaking to a Cle 8 when they call him Frieſt, Trſon, 
of God, &c. But where's the Wit or Manners in Scur- 
rility? For tho? thoſe 8 are in themſelves far from 
being Scurrilous, yet by ha 
ton Pens and Saucy Tongues, rhey are now fcarce ever men- 
tioned, but with a defign of expreſſing Scorn and Contempt. 
Let me therefore defire you for the future, to have more care 
of your own Reputation and Character, while you ſeem fo 
very negligent of others What fignifies it for any one to 
write himfelf a Gentleman, when his Carriage betrays his 
Rudeneſs and TH Breeding. ' ÿx!ßn! OP 8 
Can you imagine that à few lines towards the Conclufion, 
in favour of ſome particular Div ies, is any reaſonable Excuſe 


for that Licentious freedom you have uſed in ybur Reflections 


on the whole Body, for 38 Pages together. You ſay indeed, 

It may be proper to take netice, that I would not be — — 
as if what has been faid above of the Swediſh and Danijh Gery 
without Diſt inct ion, becauſe they are all engaged in the ſame In- 


trigues with the Court, and in the ſame Plot qgainſt the People, can 


be applyed to our Clergy in the [ame Latitude; that would be the 


greateſt Injuſtice. Yes indeed would it: and till it is the 


_ greateſt Unkindneſs, to infinuate for ſo long a while, that 
our Clergy are in the ſame Intrigues wich the Court, in the ſame 
Plot againſt the People; and then at laſt to — foam matter, 
to ſay u would not be thought to apply this Cen 


own Clergy in the ſame Latitude. 


What matters it, in what Latitude you apply your Refle- 


Kions, while your Readers are taught to apply them at all? 
It's not One in Ten that may know how to take Dimenfions 
of thar Latitude, in which you would defire they ſhould be 

applied : But ve may be prętty ſure they will not be over- 

{paring of their meaſure, hen the greateſt Latitude will pleaſe 

| them beſt--- >. Jos; S134 VA , WORE 1 1 | 

But that you may not entirely involve Friends and Enemies 


in the ſame Accuſdtion you particularize the firſt, and leave 


the reſt to be ineludei in the general Cenſure. To the Honour 
of this Nat ion be it u, there are Dead and Living Fathers of 
che Dirins Britim Liberty, the Tillotſon' aud Teniſon't, the 
Purnet'r, . XAbor's, aud the Wake'r, wil, without daubs, 
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ving been made the Sport of Wan- 


ure to our 
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found Nobly in every Ear of a Free Born People when all the ſhame» 

leſs Advocates of, Tyranny and Navery, will be utterly forgot, ov 

rementbred N eteſtation. 
i 


And will not moſt Readers be apt to conclude, that you 
delign'd they ſhauld think all but thoſe Right Reverend Pre- 
lates were in Qppofition to the Intereſt of their Country, and 
that they alone were well affected to the Liberty of the Peo- 
ple ? Give me leave then to add Two Names to Liſt of 

ptions, that will for ever znake the Brighteſt Appearance 
in the Hiſtory of, our Revolution, and t hoſe are Compton and 
Sharp : Theſe ate Names will never be forgotten in our Britiſh 
Regiſlers, and are too great for any Panegyrics. g 
The mention of theſe Venerable Names, puts me in mind 
of the fouleſt practice uſed 2 Writers 915 your Perſwaſion, 
that is, they are ready to d any one with thoſe Odious 

Imputations, of being Advocates of Tyranny and Slavery, if 
they Preach up Obedience to their Governours : None ſurely 
will upbraid thoſe itrenuous A ſſertors of the Britain Rights, 
with being Advocates of Tyranuy and Slavery ; this would 
be the moſt Audacious Impudence and Falſehood ; and yet if 
all that are againſt the Doctrine of Refiftance, muit come un- 
der that Character, theſe Reverend Prelates can't eſcape : To 
ſo large a Latitude, do you Sir extend your Charitable Refle- 
ions : It's plain, thoſe Ancient Fathers of the Divine Britiſh 
to pronounce an Inferior 
a Criminal, for aſſerting the Doctrine of Paſſive 


Obedience 3 and yet they will (even by you I hope) be al- 


jow'd as True to their Country, as they are Loyal to their 


And here I can't but take notice, of another Partial and 


N Unequal way of Cenfuring the Clergy : Mr. Hoadly and other 
| Gentlemen of his Opinion, may without blame, when they 


think fit, Settle the Ivinciples of Government, and State the Mea- 


ſures of the Subject: Obedience in their Pulpits: But when the 


Diyines of the other ſide, endeavour to maintain the Rights 
of Princes, and preſs the Duty of Obedience home on their 
Hearers Conſcience, they are immediately exclaim'd againſt 
as Buſy Bodies, to exceed their Commiſſion, and to act our 
2 — Sphere; Divinity, not Politics, ought to be their 
16e. , 
And now I pray you, is Paſſive Obedience Politics, more 


than Reſiſtance? Or has any Ser of Men got a Royal Patent 


for the Monopoly of Politics ? Some imagine Refiſtance 2 
Poiſonous Poctrine, and Paſſive Obedience an Antidote: As 
then both Parties Act by the ſame Authority, by the ſame. 
Liceaſe,one ſurely can't be more out of his proper Sphere than 
the other, while they each apply thoſe Remedies they think 
molt proper for the Publick Safety. 

But why I beſeech you, may not the Clergy meddle with 
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politics? Are there not as well Political Duties contain'd in 
the Scriptures, as Moral or Evangelical ? And then may not 
thoſe Duties be enforced by ſuch Arguments; as the Preacher 
ſhall think the moſt Rational? In ett e bh 

Or why have the Clergy aoching to do with Politics? Have 
they no ſtake in the Goverhment * Nay, does not their little 
All entirely depend on the Pence and Proſperity, and Liberty 
of their Country ? Owe they- not their Tithes and Revenues 
to the ſame Laws, as the Laity do ther Goods and Lands? 
How then can it be ever reconciled to Senſe; that they ſhould 
Contribute towards the Deftruction ot the Laws? How can 
they have auy Intereſt ſeparate from that of the State ? Can it 
be thought they are ſo Ignotant in our own Haftory, as not to 

_ have Learn d, that the mivre Arbitrary is ary Prince, ſo much 
the. more. Oppreſſed will be the Clergy * Who has been ſo 
Abſolute, as was Henry VIII.? And who has ever ſince mana“ 
ged the Clergy with fo ſtrait an Hande? $3 
ls it poffible for the Clergy to advance the Prince Para- 
mount, to thoſe Laws whick he has Sworn to obſerve, with- 
out throwing up their own Rights, Properties, and Liberty ? 

And at theſe Privileges you know, every Mortal is fo fond, 
that very few will be — to make a Compliment of then 
to their Prince, © - 4 © eee te 

Till therefore it can be demonſtrated, that it is for the In- 
tereſt of the Clergy and Vniverſit ies, to male themſelves en. 
tirely dependent on the Crown, and to be Subject to the Ar. 
birrary, Pleaſure of One Man, which is an Undertaking (I ſup- 

le) naue will be fond of ; I hope = will ſorithe furure, 
{ns a better Opinion of the Sente, Wiſdom, and Policy of 
thoſe Bodies of Men ; if not, of their Honeſty, Gourage, and 
Conſcience. \ 18-2 . eee 45 | 49 

And now let me imreat/yaon to lay aſide that unbecoming 
Warmth and Diſeſteem withwhich you have hitherto treat 
the Clergy and this Academy: It can do your Cxuſe nd geod ß 
ir maꝶ perhaps exaſperate our Enemies; but ſuch rough Vage 
will aeres make one usa Convert to yout Opinion: This 

Method may Widen, but never can Receneile ou Differences, 
. wonders. what you would have the Clergy done with, that 
are ſo. Untortunate, as tu have iucum d ywur- Diſpleaſure fot 
their Opinions ? If one may judge of your Thoughts by you! 
Words, :ſhould beliexeFow would be glad to dreſs them u 
like Wild Beaſts and Noxious Animals, and then expoſe then 
to the bliud Rage of an Incenſed Multitade. j 4 
 Ler meithen once more entreat you Sir, to uſe Jeſs Gall in 
your Ink, and more Chat ity in your Thoughts and Expreſſion, 
aud then we way in time perhaps agree in our Sent iments, or 
at wont, live together in Btotherly Love and Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, remembring always wha it is that ſaid, y chi ſhall all Men MW 
know, 4hatyou ae wy Diſciples, if you have Love one to another. FF 
Oxon. April 13. 1711. | F I N 1 S. 
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